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A breathtaking Azure Kingfisher 
Image courtesy of Dominic Chaplin. 

 

You can learn all about kingfishers on page 26. 
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From the Convenor 
By the time you read this, our annual crane count will 

be over, bowerbird talks and surveys will be on our 

horizons and not long after that, our annual 

synchronised Torresian Imperial-Pigeon (TIP or PIP) 

Count.  

I’d like to sincerely thank Ed Bell for taking on the role 

of Crane Count Coordinator, with help from crane 

count champion, Graham Harrington. By all accounts 

the 2021 crane count was one of the most successful 

ever, with a record number of volunteers participating 

in the Tablelands day count, the evening roost count 

and the celebratory dinner at the Malanda Hotel. 

BirdLife Northern Queensland’s annual crane count 

commenced on the Tablelands in 1997, so this is an 

important long term monitoring project. The count 

monitors overwintering Sarus Crane and Brolga 

populations on the Tablelands to determine if they are 

being impacted by changes in land use, amongst other 

threats. We very much appreciate the help provided by 

all volunteers. Thank you! 

I’d also like to warmly welcome Rebel Warren, our new 

Torresian Imperial-Pigeon (TIP) Coast Count 

Coordinator. Rebel will be learning the ropes from our 

TIP expert, Dr Julia Hazel at James Cook University. 

You can find more information about the upcoming TIP 

count and how you can get involved on Page 4. It’s a 

great way to spend an afternoon at the beach and yet 

still make a valuable contribution to bird conservation, 

and it’s as easy as counting Ducula. If you haven’t 

seen it, check out the recent social media/BirdLife 

network story, Northern Queensland count Ducula, 

roosting in Cairns for good  I couldn’t stop laughing 

when I found out that TIPs are in the genus Ducula! 

Thanks to James Matcott at BirdLife Australia for that 

gem, and the social media story too. 

As you can imagine, COVID-19 has been keeping our 

events calendar very dynamic, with some planned 

events like the Cassowary Festival and Sean Dooley’s 

visit suddenly cancelled. For the latest information on 

upcoming events, monitor our website and facebook 

page. If you subscribe to member emails (you can do 

that via our website), we can keep you informed of 

these changes as they happen. 

Have you seen our new website? Everybody is raving 

about it! It is stunningly beautiful, easy to use, mobile 

friendly, and provides comprehensive information 

about BirdLife Northern Queensland, birding in our 

region, our conservation projects, events and news! 

Renee Cassells, our Secretary and Communications 

Coordinator has been the driving force behind the 

website’s design. Renee, it’s been a true delight, 

collaboratively working with you, being inspired by 

your energy and passion, and seeing your website 

vision become a reality. We all truly appreciate all your 

hard work. Read about the website on page 8. 

Congratulations to Dominic Chaplin, who was 

presented with a Cassowary Award for Innovation, by 

the Wet Tropics Management Authority on the 19th 

June, 2021. Dom is BirdLife Northern Queensland's 

Bowerbird Monitoring Project Leader. It’s so great to 

see Dom’s significant contribution recognised by this 

award. Read all about it on page 13. Special thanks to 

Dr Amanda Freeman for preparing the nomination, and 

to Professor Stephen Garnett of the Threatened 

Species Recovery Hub for his support of the 

nomination. 

It is with great delight that 

that we recently took 

possession of an awesome 

collection of local native bird 

exhibits, for use in 

education and awareness 

initiatives, on loan to us 

from the Museum of 

Tropical Queensland (aka 

Queensland Museum). 

Thanks to the dedication 

and generosity of the 

volunteer taxidermists 

working there, we now have 

a collection of 

feathers/wings, bills and 

claws/feet, heads on sticks, 

and some small whole birds 

positioned on branches. Special thanks to Beth 

Snewyn, Julia Hazel and the rest of the museum 

taxidermy gang for making these educational exhibits 

available for us to loan. We’ll keep you posted on how 

we use this collection at upcoming educational events. 

One of the exhibit items provided, a beautifully preserved 

kookaburra head on a stick. I’m sure kids will love it. 

Finally, I’d like to extend a warm welcome to Jennifer 

Muir, who has boldly volunteered to be our Newsletter 

Assistant Editor and Writer. You can read her article 

about kingfishers on page 26. It’s great to have you 

join the team Jen.  

Spring is in the air. It’s a great time to get outside and 

go birding. Wishing you all the best, cheers Ceri. 

https://www.networkbirdlife.org/home/northern-queensland-count-ducula-roosting-in-cairns-for-good
https://www.networkbirdlife.org/home/northern-queensland-count-ducula-roosting-in-cairns-for-good
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BirdLife Northern Queensland Committee 

Convenor Ceri Pearce Email: northernqld@birdlife.org.au  Phone: 0488131581 

Secretary and Communications 

Coordinator 

Renee Cassels Email: renee.cassels@my.jcu.edu.au 

Treasurer Lindsay Fisher Email : lindsayjq@gmail.com 

Cairns Area Coordinator Mikey Kudo Email: kudo@kankyo-gi.net Phone:  0402343610 

Cape York Area Coordinator and 

Grasswren Survey Coordinator 

Kath Shurcliff Email crabplover@westnet.com.au Phone: 07 4069 6595 

Cassowary Coast Area Coordinator Sandra Christensen Email: schristensen666@gmail.com Phone: 0448 845 842 

Tablelands Area Coordinator Graham Harrington Email: riflebird1@gmail.com 

Stickybeak Coordinator Golo Maurer Email: Golo.maurer@birdlife.org.au 

Project Technical Support Ray Pierce Email:  raypierce@bigpond.com 

Conservation Coordinator Peter Valentine Email: peter.valentine@jcu.edu.au Phone: 07 40966171 

Website Manager Mikey Kudo Email: kudo@kankyo-gi.net Phone:  0402343610 

Committee member and Birds in 

Schools Coordinator 

Pippy Cannon Phone: 0438645293 

Newsletter Editor Ceri Pearce Email: birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com Phone: 0488131581 

Assistant Newsletter Editor Jennifer Muir Email:  muirenv@iinet.net.au 

Facebook Manager Doug Herrington Email: herrington01@bigpond.com 

SPECIAL FREE ONLINE 

PRESENTATION 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

26 & 27 October 2021  

Starting at 7.30pm, for an hour 

JOIN US TO COUNT DUCULA 

BirdLife Northern Queensland undertakes an annual synchronised coastal Toressian Imperial Pigeon 

(Ducula spilorrhoa, TIP or PIP) count. Some volunteers also do coastal TIP counts at other times 

during the TIP season. 

In this very special online Zoom webinar, Julia Hazel will explain how easy it is to count TIPs and 

how you can get involved.  

All you need to participate is a smart device (mobile phone, tablet/iPad or computer) with an 

internet connection. If you haven’t zoomed before, it’s as easy as clicking on a ‘join’ button. 

To find our more or to register to attend, please contact our PIP Count Coordinator, Rebel Warren 

Phone 0407914318 or email: rebelwarren51@gmail.com 

Torresian Imperial-Pigeon (TIP/PIP) image courtesy of © Ian Wilson 2018 birdlifephotography.org.au 

mailto:northernqld@birdlife.org.au
mailto:renee.cassels@my.jcu.edu.au
mailto:lindsayjq@gmail.com
mailto:kudo@kankyo-gi.net
mailto:crabplover@westnet.com.au
mailto:schristensen666@gmail.com
mailto:riflebird1@gmail.com
mailto:Golo.maurer@birdlife.org.au
mailto:raypierce@bigpond.com
mailto:peter.valentine@jcu.edu.au
mailto:kudo@kankyo-gi.net
mailto:birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:muirenv@iinet.net.au
mailto:herrington01@bigpond.com
mailto:rebelwarren51@gmail.com
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BirdLife Northern 

Queensland welcome 

their newest committee 

member 
BirdLife Northern Queensland had a very enjoyable 

committee meeting on Saturday 3 July on Graham 

Harrington’s verandah, near Malanda. The meeting 

was both delightful and hilarious because of the 

numerous bird species flying through or dropping into 

the meeting, including the newest member of the 

committee.  

A Macleay’s Honeyeater engaged with Renee via the 

online Zoom meeting, from Peter Valentine’s head, so 

even callers on Zoom could see the bird high jinks.  

Victoria’s Riflebirds, Pale Yellow Robins, Grey-headed 

Robins, and Golden Whistlers popped by regularly, so 

we were easily distracted. It’s amazing we made it 

through the agenda! 

Special thanks to Graham Harrington for hosting our 

meeting in his birding paradise.  

Images by Lindsay Fisher and Peter Valentine 

A Macleay’s Honeyeater (on Peter Valentine’s head) popped 

in to join the committee meeting. 

Even Renee Cassells, our secretary could see the Macleay’s 

Honeyeater antics. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE 
BIRDLIFE NORTHERN 

QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE? 
To learn more email: northernqld@birdlife.org.au 

or call Ceri on 0488 131 581 

_______________________________________  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ORGANISE 
AN ACTIVITY IN YOUR AREA?  

OR PERHAPS A CAMP OUT? 

The BirdLife Northern Queensland role of 

Activities Coordinator is currently vacant. If you 

would like to take on this role, or even just help 

with organising a single event, don’t hesitate to 

contact us at northernqld@birdlife.org.au  

mailto:northernqld@birdlife.org.au
mailto:northernqld@birdlife.org.au
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Australian Honours for 

Cliff and Dawn Frith 
 By Peter Valentine 

On 14 June 2021, Dr Cliff Frith and Dr Dawn Frith each 

received an Order of Australia Medal for services to 

conservation and environment. As eminent 

ornithological researchers and long term members of 

BirdLife Australia, their names will be very familiar to 

northern Queensland birders. Many of us have enjoyed 

the various presentations made by the Friths to our 

Branch. Although each brought separate and 

distinctive skills to their joint efforts, they have been a 

team since they first met on Aldabra Atoll in the Indian 

Ocean, where they worked at the Royal Society 

Research Station (and fell in love). Their love of field 

research led them eventually, via Thailand, to Paluma 

in northern Queensland where they established 

ground-breaking field studies that became the focus of 

their lives, and that produced dozens of exceptional 

publications of their work. 

With a Macgregor's Bowerbird bower in 1988 

Cliff and Dawn Frith have contributed extensively in 

tropical wildlife science, especially in ornithology. What 

is even more outstanding is that they have contributed 

so much excellent science largely through significant 

self-funding programs that enabled them to continue 

extensive fieldwork on their particular species of focus. 

Our knowledge of the world's bowerbirds and birds of 

paradise would be much more limited were it not for 

the work of the Friths. Cliff and Dawn supported 

themselves so that they could continue their scientific 

field work in the rainforests of northern Queensland 

and New Guinea. In the process, they started their 

own publishing company (Frith and Frith) and through 

it produced many exceptional and colourful books 

about Australia's wildlife, that help Australians better 

appreciate the unique features of their wildlife 

including birds, reptiles, mammals, tropical rainforest 

species, marine species and tropical butterflies. This 

was in the 1980s when little material was available in 

colour and at a reasonable price for ordinary 

households. Many tens of thousands of these volumes 

entered the community and brought knowledge and 

delight to the wider population. The publishing work 

continued with a number of excellent books produced 

in partnership with others (for example, Hinchinbrook 

Island) or as a Frith and Frith volume, including a 

magnificent hardcover book on Cape York Peninsula. 

While part of the focus of publishing was to develop an 

income to support their scientific work, these volumes 

also pioneered the development of accessible and 

accurate material about Australia's tropical wildlife. 
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The significance of the ornithological scholarly work is 

demonstrated by the D.L. Serventy Medal awarded 

jointly to Cliff and Dawn by the Royal Australian 

Ornithological Union in 1996. 

Another substantial part of their work was 

documenting in great detail many elements of the 

biology of Australia's bowerbirds. The Friths rapidly 

developed a reputation for their scientific work on our 

bowerbirds and by publishing much material in peer-

reviewed scientific journals, they contributed 

significantly to the knowledge to both understand and 

better conserve the species. Subsequently this 

expertise was drawn together in the landmark and 

scholarly publication of The Bowerbirds: 

Ptilonorhynchidae, published by Oxford University 

Press in 2004. Both Cliff and Dawn worked on this 

together, including extensive field work in New Guinea 

and it is the definitive body of work on bowerbirds. 

Later (in 2008) Cliff and Dawn published an 

outstanding volume aimed at a wider readership called 

Bowerbirds: Nature, Art and History. This drew 

together in an accessible format the world's knowledge 

and values around bowerbirds. It was awarded the 

Whitley Book Award for natural history writing in 2008. 

In 2010 the Friths jointly wrote a companion volume 

on the Birds of Paradise: Nature Art and History and it 

also won a Whitley Book Award for natural history 

writing. Cliff had already co-authored the definitive 

scholarly book on the Birds of Paradise with Bruce 

Beehler in 1998.  

The extensive publications aimed at a broader 

readership were founded on an extremely high level of 

scholarship, all the more exceptional because this was 

done while supporting themselves financially through 

publishing. Cliff and Dawn Frith have together 

published more than150 peer-reviewed scientific 

papers. This level of professional publication would be 

seen as excellent even from a person employed full 

time in a research institution. To achieve this while 

also self-funding research costs and a living allowance 

is remarkable. 

Throughout their careers, the Friths have given 

support to activities to achieve conservation of both 

the environment and particular species. It was fitting 

therefore that both Cliff and Dawn were recognised by 

a Cassowary Award (for an outstanding contribution to 

aesthetic appreciation of the Wet Tropics of 

Queensland World Heritage Area) from the Wet Tropics 

Management Authority in 2006. Cliff has contributed in 

a voluntary capacity to many areas of scholarship and 

conservation as well as his own prolific writing career. 

He has served as an Editor and Reviewer for many 

ornithological journals, including Emu and Australian 

Field Ornithology. It is also of note that Cliff has 

shared his passions for music and folksongs not only 

by playing many voluntary gigs for community groups 

but also by providing support to others with a love of 

music. 

In writing about their contributions to environment and 

conservation, it is difficult to separate Cliff and Dawn. 

Both are exemplary 

researchers and scholars 

and have worked so much 

together that the wider 

society knows them as the 

Friths! Cliff and Dawn Frith 

are indeed an institution in 

the sphere of ornithology 

and in their own northern 

Queensland community. 

They have accomplished 

much of great value to 

Australia through their 

own extraordinary 

initiatives. This recognition 

by the Australian Honours 

system is very well 

deserved. 

Cliff and Dawn on New Zealand Subantarctic Islands 
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A new website for 

BirdLife Northern 

Queensland 
By Renée Cassels 

I am excited to let you know that we recently launched 

a brand-new website for the branch! You can visit it at 

the same web address: www.birdlifenq.org 

I have been on the branch Committee as Secretary for 

over five years now, but my day job is working as a 

freelance graphic designer and website developer. 

When the Committee did some work on our Strategic 

Conservation Priorities some time ago, a 

Communications Working Group was established with 

the aim of improving our member and community 

engagement. One of the key projects we identified to 

help us achieve this was a rebuild of the branch 

website within a mobile friendly and search engine 

optimised platform, that was easy to manage and 

provided an easy to navigate and engaging resource 

for members, locals, and visitors to the region. 

As many readers may know, BirdLife Australia is 

currently undertaking a comprehensive Digital 

Transformation Project. This involves a total audit, 

restructure, and rebuild of the existing BirdLife digital 

infrastructure – including over 40 websites, email 

communications, and various information management 

and communications systems that run things behind 

the scenes. When complete, it will provide a range of 

fantastic tools, resources, and guidelines to help 

BirdLife branches improve their marketing and 

communications, in order to align with the broader 

BirdLife brand, and support it in achieving its strategic 

marketing and communications objectives. Delivery of 

this project is a little way off yet however, so with the 

understanding that we may need to make some 

adjustments down the track, we were given permission 

to launch the new website, largely because we had 

done so much work on it, and because we were able to 

demonstrate that it was key to helping us deliver upon 

our approved Strategic Conservation Priorities.  

Through various workshops and meetings, we 

identified what key content and functionality was 

needed on the site. With that done, using best practice 

in information architecture, we were able to streamline 

the vast amount of information about us and what we 

do into just six easy to navigate scrolling pages 

– Home, About Us, Conservation, Birding, Events, and

News. Much of the content (images, news stories,

events etc) are shareable via email and social media,

so feel free to share away!

Renée Cassels is our branch Secretary as well as a freelance 

graphic designer and website developer. 

As with projects of this nature, the existing website 

was very popular and widely utilised. We had loads of 

great content on it that we didn’t want to lose, so 

you’ll be happy to find much of it has been retained on 

the new website, including an archive of all past 

editions of Contact Call, our very popular Northern 

Queensland birding checklists, and information about 

upcoming events and opportunities to get involved.  

The News and Events pages will be updated regularly 

so check back often to keep up to date. This is where 

you can access the current issue of Contact Call, an 

archive of all past editions, as well as read and share a 

selection of our favourite stories and timely tid-bits.  

One of our favourite pages is the Birding page. 

Northern Queensland is a birding paradise. As you can 

imagine, we field many enquiries from interstate and 

international visitors about where to go and what to 

see. We also wanted to create a resource to help locals 

experience how great their own backyard is. But the 

Branch covers a vast region with many different 

bioregions and bird communities, and conveying that 

in a helpful and inspiring way presented a challenge!  

You'll see that we have solved that problem by 

segmenting Northern Queensland into large 'birding 

destination' regions. Each region has a unique 

description and stunning photo of an iconic local 

species. So, a visitor interested in ‘where can I go, and 

what can I see?’ may decide to ‘visit Outback 

Queensland and hope to see a spectacular Australian 

Bustard’, or ‘take a drive down to the Cassowary Coast 

in search of a Cassowary encounter’. Right now, each 

region has a ‘Read more’ button that links to a 

reputable local tourism webpage, but we are working 

on creating beautiful downloadable information flyers 

for each region that will replace the links. So, stay 

tuned for that ☺ 

http://www.birdlifenq.org/
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To help visitors to the region and locals explore and 

discover our birdlife, we’ve segmented Northern 

Queensland into eight ‘birding destination’ regions – 

Cairns Region, Daintree Rainforest, Cassowary Coast, 

Atherton Tablelands, Cape York Peninsula, Gulf 

Country, Outback Queensland, and Mt Isa Region. 

The website has received much positive feedback and 

visitors are signing up to receive our emails daily. 

BirdLife Australia Community Organiser, James Matcott 

was very excited to see our new website:  

“I just wanted to congratulate and celebrate BirdLife 

Northern Queensland for what they’ve produced. It 

really makes me wish I could hop in a car, drive up 

north, and go and see Kalkadoons and Cassowaries 

with [you]!... this gives such a good template for what 

a branch website could look like! It’s amazing, and I 

love it to bits!” 

THANK YOU 

A project like this takes a dedicated and talented 

team! Mikey Kudo developed and managed the 

previous branch website for many years. It was widely 

considered an outstanding site among the many 

BirdLife branches. We sincerely thank him for his time 

and dedication to bringing such a valuable touchstone 

and informative resource to our members and the 

wider community. His contribution will have 

undoubtedly contributed to the fulfillment of the 

branch and BirdLife's important conservation and 

community impacts in immeasurable ways. 

A sincere thank you also goes to Mike Grigg who spent 

several long days working into the night with me to 

carefully bring it all together and to life. Much of the 

content and beautiful design is a credit to him and his 

knowledge and keen creative eye.  

Photo of Mikey Kudo by Cairns Post. 

Throughout the website you’ll see many stunning 

images of birds found throughout Northern 

Queensland. From the darling little Fernwren, to the 

proud Wedge-tailed Eagle, quirky Galah, and iconic 

Golden Bowerbird, each photo has been chosen to 

capture the stunning beauty and unique characteristics 

of the species. Therefore, a special mention and 

thanks must go to many amazing photographers from 

BirdLife Photography, as well as Martin Willis, Keith 

and Lindsay Fisher, and Dr Stephen Murphy to name a 

few, who generously granted us permission to use 

their magical photographs on the site. Our feathered 

friends steal the show, and the website would not be 

what it is without them!  

Martin Willis 

Martin Willis’s photos of the gorgeous Victoria’s 

Riflebird, Beach Stone-curlews, and Golden-shouldered 

Parrot feature on the new website. You can purchase 

prints of Martin’s amazing photos from his website 

www.martinwillisphotographs.com.au   

I hope the new website is informative, helps you find 

ways to get involved, and share our special birds with 

your friends, family, community, and visitors. If you 

have any questions or suggestions, please phone 0405 

117 551 or email renee.cassels@my.jcu.edu.au   

Happy birding! 

http://www.martinwillisphotographs.com.au/
mailto:renee.cassels@my.jcu.edu.au
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Visit the NEW birdlifenq.org 
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The Month of Grasswrens 
Kath Shurcliff 

The last issue of Contact Call featured May as “Grasswren Month” since it was the time for our annual 

surveys in “grasswren paradise” near Mount Isa.  During that month our volunteers monitored the 

populations of both Carpentarian and Kalkadoon Grasswrens, supporting Southern Gulf Natural Resource 

Management (NRM) to implement a regional fire management plan to protect prime habitat within the 

Buckley River Key Biodiversity Area.  The 21 volunteers ranged in age from 1 year to 86 years old - 

probably the most extensive age range on any BirdLife project!  They also came from as far away as 

Victoria, as well as much closer to our own homes.  They were a fantastic group of people, including 

both old “die-hards” and some fresh, new and young faces - all being most welcome! 

Over two weeks, we covered more than 80 sites, walking for hours each morning, looking and listening 

for grasswrens.  We found grasswrens at half of the sites, which is about twice as successful as we have 

ever been in previous years.  You might ask why? 

We found juvenile birds in two different Kalkadoon groups, while a further three groups and also eight 

groups of Carpentarian had more than two individuals, indicating successful breeding over the past 

season.  At 13 locations, we had multiple groups of birds, with as many as four separate groups at 

several of these - a feature we had never seen before!  This high rate of multiple groups probably also 

indicates breeding success, whereby offspring may disperse close to their parents’ territories.  But our 

higher success rate was also no doubt due to the fact that we surveyed locations predicted to be suitable 

for grasswrens based on a model developed by Henry Stoetzel, who is this year’s Graham Harrington 

Scholarship recipient.  So our branch may be supporting Henry, but he is definitely supporting us in 

providing these valuable insights into prime grasswren habitat!  We’re looking forward to this continued 

mutual support in this project.  As always, we would not be able to provide such valuable results except 

for the continued efforts and dedication of our passionate volunteers - a very BIG THANK YOU to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2021 Team 
Image by Justin 

 

Have you seen the latest video? 

It’s called Birds of a Feather; Collective Carpentarian Grasswren 

Conservation - by Southern Gulf NRM. 

It’s brilliant! You can learn all about the grasswren project from the team. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrkELJed8xA  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrkELJed8xA
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Flying Fish Point State 

School Wetland Project 
Jeanette Dall 

BirdLife Northern Queensland’s regular Cassowary 

Coast monthly outing is held at Warrina Lakes, a 

parkland and botanical garden in a central site in 

Innisfail.  It has a good diversity of birds – common 

garden birds in the open areas, water birds on the lakes, 

forest birds in areas of lowland rainforest, and some 

low-lying wetland and reedy areas where we sometimes 

see a White-browed Crake as well as other birds using 

the shallow water.  These reedy areas tend to dry out 

between wet seasons. 

We were delighted to hear that a local school, Flying 

Fish Point State School, had obtained Reef Guardian 

funding which was to be used at Warrina Lakes.  Their 

original plan was to build a wetland in a low area of their 

school grounds, but during planning it emerged that this 

was not feasible.  The funding was therefore redirected 

to the public space at Warrina Lakes.  As the funding 

was originally for a wetland, this theme was pursued in 

the new plan, focused on one of the reedy areas. 

Support was given by local volunteer groups -  

Johnstone River Catchment Management Association 

(JRMCA) and Johnstone Region Landcare Group.  JRCMA 

attended to installation of a pipe which will allow water 

to be pumped in to keep the water level in the reed bed 

constant throughout the year.  A team of Landcare 

workers removed weed species from the area, leaving 

the reeds which were growing well.   

Once the site was ready, the school children spent a 

morning at the site planting suitable edging species – 

Lomandra, rushes, cordylines, paperbark trees and a 

fig.   

A Landcare representative talked to the children about 

the value of reeds along watercourses to reduce nutrient 

and pesticide run-off into the rivers and thus on to the 

reef, as well as to provide habitat for wildlife.   

A Birdlife member told the children of our monthly 

outings at Warrina Lakes and about some of the birds 

which are likely to use the revamped wetland.  

As we normally do a survey on each monthly outing, we 

will be able to update the school from time to time as to 

what birds we are seeing in and around their wetland, 

and throughout the park.  We hope this will help to keep 

the children interested in how their project is 

progressing, and particularly in the birdlife benefiting 

from it. 

 

 
Flying Fish Point State School students at Warrina Lakes 

 

 
Planting a native plant border around the wetland. 

 

 
The site of the Flying Fish Point State School Wetland Project. 
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Cassowary Award for 

Dominic Chaplin 
Congratulations to the 18th Cassowary Award winners 

announced on 19 June 2021, especially to Innovation 

Award Winner, Dominic Chaplin. 

Dominic Chaplin is recognised as the driving force of 

BirdLife Northern Queensland's Bowerbird Monitoring 

project. Since Dominic first took up the challenge to 

survey the location of Golden Bowerbird bowers and 

Tooth-billed Bowerbird display courts, he has traversed 

the length and breadth of the Wet Tropics World 

Heritage Area and Wet Tropics bioregion from Mt 

Finnigan in the north to Mt Elliot in the south. In this 

comprehensive survey, Dominic and his survey 

companions have mapped the positions of around 100 

Golden Bowerbird bowers and 650 Tooth-billed 

Bowerbird courts, providing an unparalleled baseline 

for monitoring the distribution of these species 

threatened by climate change. As Professor Stephen 

Garnett of the Threatened Species Recovery Hub told 

BirdLife Northern Queensland: “The bowerbird 

monitoring led by Dom has been instrumental in 

creating a strong baseline for future monitoring of the 

north Queensland bowerbird species, a body of work 

whose value will only increase with time." 

Many of the locations Dominic Chaplin has surveyed 

for bowerbirds have no walking tracks and getting to 

the higher elevations where bowerbirds occur is 

strenuous work, undertaken in hotter months. It has 

taken energy, endurance, and a certain disregard for 

mosquitoes and stinging tree for Dominic to achieve 

what he has for Wet Tropics birds. 

Professor Stephen Garnett, lead author of the 

upcoming Action Plan for Australian Birds, told BirdLife 

Northern Queensland: "I was most grateful that Dom 

agreed to make the bowerbird information freely 

available for the upcoming revision of the Action Plan 

where he is among the authors for all four bowerbird 

chapters”. 

The Wet Tropics Management Authority’s Cassowary 

Awards were established in 1999 to celebrate and 

support the outstanding contributions made towards 

the conservation and presentation of the Wet Tropics 

World Heritage Area. The Innovation Cassowary Award 

recognises original, creative contribution and 

innovative research that has improved or advanced 

understanding and management of the Wet Tropics 

Area. Dominic has certainly done that. 

If you would like to learn more about bowerbird 

monitoring, Dominic is presenting a “Bowerbird 

Monitoring” talk in Cairns 11 October and in Malanda 

14 October prior to BirdLife Northern Queensland’s 

bowerbird monitoring weekend.  

 

BOWERBIRD MONITORING TALKS 

Cairns 

Monday, 11 October 2021 7:30 pm 

Cominos House 

27 Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill 

Tablelands 

Thursday, 14 October 2021 7:30 pm 

Malanda Hotel 

English Sreet, Malanda 

 

Cairns photographer Dominic Chaplin has been 

living in Far North Queensland since migrating to 

Australia in 1994. Despite no qualifications or 

experience, he turned his hand to biology as a 

volunteer citizen scientist. In recent years he has 

been challenging a natural inclination for limited 

physical activity by struggling up many of the 

mountains of Far North Queensland to check on the 

local bowerbirds.  

In these talks, Dominic will review the last ten 

years measuring the distribution of upland 

bowerbirds in the Wet Tropics and beyond. 

Emphasis is given on the importance of good record 

keeping and the value of long term monitoring. 

 

BOWERBIRD MONITORING 

WEEKEND 

Saturday& Sunday, 23 & 24 October 2021 

Various sites across Wet Tropics 

Birdlife Northern Queensland plans to set up a new 

long term monitoring project to count Tooth-billed 

Bowerbirds. Anyone can join in with this project and 

we will outline how you can help out to provide 

useful information, whilst enjoying a short walk 

birdwatching in the cool of the higher altitude 

forests of Far North Queensland. 

Contact Dominic for details on how you can 

particpant dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au 

mailto:dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au
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There have been few campaigns more central to the 

Cairns and Far North Environment Centre (CAFNEC) 

over the years than the fight to protect Trinity Inlet 

and adjacent East Trinity land from development 

overreach. The biodiverse Cairns mudflats have been 

part of that too. The Trinity Point mega-tourist 

development in the dog days of the Queensland 

National government proposed reclamation work for an 

artificial peninsula jutting out from the Esplanade and 

pier at a cost of $300 million. The vast majority of 

Cairns citizens opposed it and over 5000 people 

protested against it in 1989. This is still the biggest 

demonstration ever held in Cairns and the incoming 

Labor government scrapped the idea.  

Then followed a decade long battle with, first of all, 

private developer Sailfox, which planned to build a 

$1.2 billion resort and artificial reef on East Trinity and 

then, with Emanuel developers and the NatWest bank 

over a proposed satellite city of 20,000 people with 

billion-dollar bridge spanning the inlet. A tunnel under 

it was also suggested!  

The State Government finally bought the land in 2000 

for around $4 million from NatWest after concerted 

conservation pressure from CAFNEC and the Far North 

Greens. This was a reflection of community sentiment 

that wanted to protect Trinity Inlet for posterity.  

To background the story, the East Trinity land had 

been heavily acidified as the result of a failed sugar 

cane experiment in the 1970s and a decision was 

made by Government to retain the bund wall which 

had been built to keep the seawater away from the 

sugar cane and had led to the problem of acid sulphate 

soils in the first place. The bund had removed the tidal 

influence, lowering the water level inside the wall thus 

exposing the naturally occurring pyritic (iron sulphide) 

soils to the atmosphere. Oxygen then converted these 

soils to iron sulphate which became sulphuric acid after 

contact with water. 

An extensive State Government program was started 

in 2001 to remediate the 740ha property using inter-

tidal exchange through bund wall gates and adding 

lime to counteract the acid pollution. Birdlife in the 

freshwater and tidal marshes started flourishing with 

over 90 species counted in one morning visit. 

 

 

Firewood Bund Wall - 2001 

Firewood Lower - 2013 

 

Trinity Treasure – the Jewel in Cairns’s Crown 
By Denis Walls. Images by Steven Nowakowski  
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While remediation was taking place, conscious that 

empty land at East Trinity would forever pose a 

development threat, a group of CAFNEC supporters 

had established a group to strongly advocate for a 

Wetlands Park at East Trinity with a visitor centre 

adjacent to Hills Creek. The idea gained traction and 

Mandingalbay Yidinji Traditional Owners of East Trinity 

are currently forging ahead with a version of that 

proposal. A pontoon at Hills Creek is being built and 

there are plans to build watch towers for animal and 

scenic viewing.  

 

The last destructive targeting of East Trinity had 

occurred in 2016 when, under the dredging proposal to 

widen and deepen Trinity Inlet for larger ships, there 

was a strong push to dump the spoil on the 

rehabilitated wetlands. Once again, pressure from 

CAFNEC saw that disastrous idea averted and the voids 

at Northern Sands used instead. 

For the first time in 30 years, I have a strong feeling of 

confidence that things are moving in the right 

direction. Indigenous engagement has been key and 

although the East Trinity land is still owned by the 

State Government, it is now an Indigenous Protected 

Area (IPA) with a conservation status under the Lands 

Act. 

Over many long years the people of Cairns – 

reinforced by the tourists who look in wonder when 

they visit the reef – have emphatically stated that the 

magnificent green backdrop of Trinity Inlet and 

beyond, exemplifying the very essence of what this 

region represents, must be protected. Indigenous 

management and small-scale tourism seem the perfect 

fit to complement this natural jewel on our doorstep 

and keep the corporate wolves at bay – a great 

conservation success story! 

Denis Walls was spokesperson for Save Trinity Inlet 

and later, the Cairns Wetlands Park Committee. He 

is current President of the Cairns and Far North 

Environment Centre (CAFNEC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fungal rhizomorphs  

used in nest building 

Hills Creek - 2014 

Since the rehabilitation work began at East Trinity 

in the early 2000s, I have been making regular trips 

there. I used to go alone or with one or two others 

but in 2009 I started bringing groups of birders 

with the permission of Queensland Parks and 

Wildlife Service (QPWS) and the Mandingalby 

Yidinji Traditional Owners. The first official bird 

list, in recent times, was in October 2009 when we 

identified over 90 species between 6.30 and 11am. 

This has probably been the most thorough bird 

count conducted with my involvement, as it was a 

large group and we covered all the different 

habitats in the 740ha property, including 

rainforest. There was also a large number of 

migrants present and the tide was low allowing us 

access to a greater number of waders than usual.  

Since then, groups have been smaller, sometimes 

the month visited has been before migrants return 

and sometimes the tide has been unfavourable 

when we have been able to visit. Nevertheless, the 

bird count has invariably been in the high 70s 

demonstrating the immense bird diversity of the 

area.  

Great-billed Herons are now relatively 

commonplace as are Black-necked Storks. Black 

Bitterns are regularly seen, often on exposed 

branches of dead melaleucas that are gradually 

being replaced by returning mangroves. Birds, 

relatively uncommon on the lowlands, like Black-

faced Cuckoo-shrike and Dollarbird (both 

seasonally) and Black-shouldered Kite are 

regularly seen. Northern Fantail and Grey Whistler 

have both been identified. Our sighting of a Red-

necked Avocet was challenged by E-bird!  

My favourite part of East Trinity is Peat Swamp 

which is a glorious mini-wetland replete with 

birdlife (and sometimes mosquitoes!) This was the 

area where dredge spoil dumping was proposed 

during the widening and deepening of Trinity 

Inlet for our now quiescent cruise line industry. I, 

personally lobbied hard against that beautiful 

place being used as a spoil dump to anybody and 

everybody who would listen with eventual 

success.  

The future is brighter than I can ever remember for 

East Trinity with birds and fish returning aplenty. 

Denis Walls 
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Conservation Matters 
By Peter Valentine, August 2021 

One of the big issues of the moment is the proposed 

amendments of the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The 

Independent Review of the EPBC Act led by Professor 

Graeme Samuel concluded that the current 

environmental trajectory is unsustainable and the 

EPBC Act requires fundamental reform. Professor 

Samuel provided a reform pathway of 38 

recommendations centred around new legally binding, 

outcomes-focussed National Environmental Standards 

to protect “Matters of National Environmental 

Significance” (which includes threatened species) 

overseen by an Environment Assurance Commissioner 

and regulated by a new independent Office of 

Compliance and Enforcement.  

The Federal Government’s proposed amendments 

ignore the stronger recommendations from the 

Independent Review and instead seek to devolve these 

significant environmental matters to the states and 

implement weak and unenforceable standards. This 

looks very much like business as usual and wastes a 

critical opportunity to better protect our wildlife.  

BirdLife Australia has played a leading role in drawing 

attention to the needed reform, and is now 

encouraging the Government to adopt the full measure 

of reforms proposed by the Independent Review.  

Our Branch has supported this process by writing 

about these concerns to three independent Senators 

who have agreed to vote against the Government’s 

proposals and to ensure that the strong 

recommendations of the Independent Review are 

adopted. It is perhaps disappointing that the 

Government that established the review is now failing 

to properly implement the proposals, but this situation 

does reveal the value of independent members of 

Parliament. It is hoped that these actions help create 

an effective Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 

Act that might provide better outcomes for our 

threatened birds. We have also written to the Member 

for Leichhardt, Warren Entsch, asking for his support 

in getting a much better outcome. His reputation in 

supporting conservation, and his great interest in 

birds, gives us some hope that he can work within the 

Government processes to achieve a better legislative 

outcome. 

CURRENT THREATENED BIRD 
SPECIES IN OUR REGION 

BirdLife Northern Queensland does cover a very large 

part of north-eastern Queensland, and we have a 

substantial list of threatened bird species that occur in 

our region. There are 27 species listed by Queensland 

in the threatened categories (Critically Endangered, 

Endangered, and Vulnerable) with 22 of these listed 

nationally (EPBC Act), not always in the same 

category. Most of these species have no Recovery Plan 

in place and those that do (only six species) lack 

adequate budget support.  

Waders and International Migratory Species 

(9) 

The most threatened bird group are the waders, with 

eight species. Of these, six are international migratory 

species. Many of the waders can be readily seen along 

the shores of northern Queensland including Curlew 

Sandpipers, Great Knots and Eastern Curlews, all 

critically endangered. Additional threatened migratory 

waders are the Red Knot, the Greater Sand Plover and 

the Lesser Sand Plover. Resident threatened waders 

are the Australian Painted Snipe and the Beach Stone-

curlew.  

One other international migrant is also threatened, the 

White-throated Needletail.  

The major threats to all these species is habitat loss in 

either their migration pathways or in their breeding 

grounds, but for the waders, human disturbance is a 

threat within Australia also (by people and dogs at bird 

feeding or roost sites for example). 

Parrots (5) 

The Golden-shouldered Parrot is listed as Endangered 

but seems to be approaching the critically endangered 

category. It is confined to a small area of Cape York 

Peninsula.  

The Night Parrot is listed as Endangered but a lot more 

work is needed to fully appreciate its distribution and 

ongoing threats.  

The Palm Cockatoo is another species on Cape York 

Peninsula listed as Vulnerable but with many threats, 

particularly habitat loss, fire mismanagement and nest 

hollow destruction.  

Two other parrots are also listed, the Eclectus Parrot 

(another Cape York Peninsula species) and the Wet 

Tropics subspecies of the fig-parrot, the Macleay’s Fig-

parrot.  

Birds of Prey (3) 

The Red Goshawk is a species of significant concern 

and Cape York Peninsula is seen as its stronghold in 

recent decades. It does have a recovery plan but 
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action is recent and it remains unclear how effective 

this will be.  

Grey Falcon is seen as Vulnerable as is the northern 

Masked Owl subspecies.  

Finches and quail (5) 

Four finch species are listed with three identified as 

particular subspecies. The Gouldian Finch is 

endangered and does have a National Recovery Plan. 

Crimson Finch, Star Finch and Black-throated Finch 

each have a subspecies identified as threatened in our 

region.  

The Buff-breasted Button-quail is something of a 

mystery and although listed as Endangered, it is 

probably the least well known (no photograph of a 

living bird exists).  

Cassowary (1) 

The Southern Cassowary is a keystone species with 

substantial loss of its original habitat. There are 

ongoing threats (including dogs and road kills). A 

National Recovery Plan is in place.  

Honeyeaters and other small birds (4) 

The Carpentarian Grasswren is a high profile 

Endangered species with lots of current monitoring. 

BirdLife Northern Queensland has a long-running 

project on this species and that seems to give some 

ground for hope.  

Two Gulf of Carpentaria species listed as Vulnerable by 

Queensland are the Yellow Chat and the Purple-

crowned Fairy-wren.  

The Painted Honeyeater is also listed as Vulnerable 

and mostly occurs on the edge of our region. 

For most of our threatened species it is clear that 

limited National or State investment occurs to either 

prevent their loss or improve their situation. Even the 

relevant government websites are clunky and poorly 

populated with any real information making it quite 

difficult to find out what is actually happening to our 

many threatened species.  

The best source of comprehensive and reliable 

information is the periodic publication of the Action 

Plan for Australian Birds, the most recent of which is 

2010. A new action plan is due soon (2020 edition) 

and will provide excellent information on the 

conservation status of Australian bird species, 

including identification of threats and necessary 

actions.  

An effective response to this will require much greater 

investment from Government, hence the significance 

of the current EPBC reform, including removal of 

Ministerial discretion to do nothing. 

 

You’re invited to join in 

the 2021 Aussie 

Backyard Bird Count 

October 18 - 24! 
Our common backyard species give us the best 

indication of the health of our natural environment – 

think of birds as a barometer for nature! 

That’s why each October, people count how many 

birds they see within 20-minutes in their backyard, 

local park, or any other area. This provides a snapshot 

at the same time each year, allowing us to look at 

trends in our bird communities, and enabling you to 

make an important contribution to citizen science from 

your own home! 

Especially important in 2021, the Bird Count is a fun, 

safe activity that can be enjoyed no matter the Covid 

situation in your area. Counting birds isn’t just a fun 

activity for you and the environment – spending time 

observing nature has been proven to provide benefits 

to mental health and well-being. All it takes is 20 

minutes in your backyard, local park, or favourite 

outdoor space – anywhere you can count birds. 

Count the birds that are counting on you - register 

now to be part of the nation’s largest annual citizen 

science event! To find out more, visit 

aussiebirdcount.org.au  
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Abattoir Swamp Update 
By Lindsay Fisher 

Abattoir Swamp is a remnant wetland located along 

the Mossman - Mt Molloy Rd in Julatten. It was saved 

from being drained and becoming part of a cane 

paddock in 1991 after public agitation and Mossman 

Central Mill donated the land to Mareeba Shire Council 

as a conservation reserve. 

A boardwalk, bird-watching hide, carpark, picnic 

shelter and access tracks were developed and a 

management plan implemented. Over the years the 

wetland has had a bird list of over 200 species. 

However, in recent years the open water, which 

attracted many water birds, has been filled with weeds 

and in particular, the introduced Hymenachne grass. 

There are melaleucas and open forest along with 

plantings of grevilleas and callistemons which attract 

many species of woodland birds. 

The wooden boardwalk was in a state of disrepair by 

2014 and replaced a few years later with a grant and 

work done by community development programme 

TRACQS and fencing was also done around the 

circumference of the reserve by another scheme. 

Earlier this year Mareeba Shire Council advised that 

they wished to lease the management of the Reserve, 

and arrangements were made for The Mitchell River 

Watershed Management Group to take over the lease 

for five years. A sub-group was formed – The Abattoir 

Swamp Management Group and the first meeting was 

held in July. 

Carol Iles became Convener with an enthusiastic group 

of volunteers, and a mailing list was formed along with 

a Facebook group. 

 

 
‘Swampie’ group photo taken at the first meeting. The group 

included local traditional owner Ann-Marie Keating of the 

Koko Muluridji Wallara clan. 

 

 
Abattoir Swamp bird hide, July 2021 

The first working bee was on August 1st and this was 

Carol’s report:- 

A big thank you is in order for those who gave up their 

Sunday morning, with at least one person coming up 

from Cairns, which was a great effort! A certain 

amount of time was taken up in identifying the "good 

plants" and the weeds that threaten the existing trees 

around the carpark and prevent regrowth by seedling 

grevilleas and callistemons. Some small seedlings were 

marked for preservation, while some of the weeds 

such as Passiflora foetida and Passiflora suberosa were 

pulled out, with more to be removed at the next 

session. It was decided that a couple of extra bays 

were needed for cars to park safely so two spots where 

Hammil Grass was dominant were selected, the grass 

was brush-cut and the marker posts were removed 

and re-sunk further back. 

The Hymenachne grass which has taken over the 

swamp and open water was invading the boardwalk so 

that has been whipper-snipped from the edges and 

underside as much as possible, and the walkway was 

swept. It is of course not a lasting means of control! 

Methods for reducing the hymenachne impact were 

discussed but at this time the primary method looks 

likely to rely on the bovine contingent. We were glad 

to have the input of the local grazier who gave up her 

time to come and meet us. 

Signage was discussed, along with location and type, 

with a determination not to block the view for birders 

sitting in the shelter! While we drank tea and coffee 

and ate rock cakes, the regular Northern Fantail, 

Eastern Yellow Robin hung around and Yellow-faced 

and White-throated Honeyeaters drank from the 

puddle under the tap. Before I left, a Black-chinned 

Honeyeater landed right beside me, giving its raspy 

call. Abattoir Swamp has long been one of the most 

reliable spots to see this blossom nomad but sadly no-

one with a camera was there when it yelled in my ear! 
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There is a long list of jobs to be done with the control 

of Hymenachne being the most challenging  -  weed 

boats and steam weeding are two options being looked 

at. Cleaning and painting the hide and modifying one 

of the windows to be able to use a scope are on the list 

as are signage and interpretive signs and general 

maintenance of the vegetation. 

If you want to be on the mailing list to become a 

volunteer or just to keep up-to-date with the latest 

news, email Carol on convenor@mitchell-river.com.au   

or join the Facebook group Abattoir Swamp 

Management Group. 

 
View from the hide, June 2021 

 
Boardwalk to the Abattoir Swamp hide 

 
The volunteers at the Abattoir Swamp working bee. 

 

mailto:convenor@mitchell-river.com.au
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Colour me Red: the 

Pilbara region of WA 
By Peter Valentine 

In early 2020, pre-Covid, Val and I, and Martin and 

Sam Willis, set off on a multi-purpose trip across the 

continent, with the iron-rich Pilbara region of north-

western Australia as one of our targets. We did not 

make it. After some fabulous birding in southwestern 

Australia, we had to turn back as borders closed in 

response to COVID-19. In February, this year we all 

decided we should try for the Pilbara again … and 

planned a very interesting route across the centre of 

Australia via various remote tracks and diversions. But 

that’s another story. None of us had spent time in the 

Pilbara so it was all new - the landscapes, birds and 

other wildlife.  

The official Pilbara Region is huge and goes from the 

WA Coast to the NT border. But we were most 

interested in the heavily mineralised iron ore regions 

including the Karijini National Park (NP) (and 

Hammersley Ranges) and the Millstream Chichester 

National Park on the railway to Karratha and the 

Dampier Peninsula. A good starting point is the town of 

Tom Price, a picturesque place at the base of a rugged 

mountain (it’s not nameless, it is Jarndunmunha) and 

the edge of the Hammersley Ranges whose rocks are 

among the oldest exposed rocks in the world (3.6 

billion years). It is also the highest town in WA (747 

metres) and the colour red dominates!  

Karijini National Park is highly scenic and extremely 

popular and although we arrived at the beginning of 

April the campgrounds were booked out! We were 

lucky to camp in an overflow area briefly and then 

share a campsite with a generous group that had over-

booked.  

 

 
Karijini Gorge and waterhole, one of many. 

 

 
A gorge in Karijini National Park with spinifex and red rocks, 

habitat of Spinifex Pigeons. 

An early target bird was the distinctly different Pilbara 

version of Spinifex Pigeon with its reddish belly in 

contrast with the white-bellied form in northern 

Queensland. Appropriately named Geophaps plumifera 

subsp. ferruginea this subspecies blends beautifully 

with the iron ore reds of the landscape. Some of our 

best views were along dusty red tracks and carparks 

around lookouts, which had the added advantage of 

birds being less nervous of people. 

 
Geophaps plumifera ferruginea, the Pilbara Spinifex Pigeon, 

at Karijini National Park. Note the red iris. 

One species we were keen to see was the Pilbara 

Grasswren, once a subspecies of the Striated 

Grasswren, now a species in its own right and confined 

to the Pilbara region. We had several efforts to find 

and photograph this species and this was greatly 

assisted by Sam’s excellent hearing. Eventually we had 

magnificent views of different pairs of birds, 

appropriately in the rugged ironstone and spinifex 

slopes of Jarndunmunha on the edge of Tom Price 

township. The early morning expeditions also revealed 

nesting Budgerigars, Crimson Finches, Mistletoebirds 

and Grey-headed Honeyeaters.  
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Male Painted Finch, Tom Price area. 

Martin and I had searched fruitlessly for Grey 

Honeyeaters along the Tanami Track on a previous trip 

and we thought perhaps it was worth a look in a 

couple of patches of suitable mulga woodlands in 

Karijini NP. Much to our delight we were able to find an 

active pair that showed us some of their habits. Lots of 

mistletoe in the mulga was a good indicator, and we 

watched them feeding on lerp on some low plants. It 

was quite a treat to get such good views of this 

challenging species, especially as it was a lifer for both 

of us. 

 
Grey Honeyeater. 

A species we heard often was the Red-browed 

Pardalote, and we were delighted to find one at our 

bush camp in the Hammersley Ranges. We had 

followed a faint two-wheel track off the road and found 

a secluded campsite. After setting up camp one 

inquisitive bird allowed us to approach close enough 

for excellent views.  

We chose to drive north to the Millstream-Chichester 

NP by following the Rio-Tinto railway service road 

(Tom Price to Karratha) for which we had to undergo a 

safety training exercise at the Tom Price Visitor Centre 

(30 minute video). It proved a worthwhile exercise and 

kept us away from busier roads and ore trucks.  

 
Red-browed Pardalote, Hammersley Gorge area. 

 

 
Gorge showing complex geological features, Hammersley. 

 

 
Red Hills, Tom Price. 
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Our bush camp in the Hammersley Gorge area. 

The presence of so much mining in the Pilbara meant 

we were nearly always in view or sound of mining 

activities. It surprised us that almost everywhere we 

heard the grinding sound of mine activities at night or 

could see the many lights of an active mine site. Given 

that Rio Tinto alone has 16 mines in the Pilbara 

perhaps this might have been expected.  

 
Flowers in Millstream Chichester NP, purple mulla mulla and 

others. 

 
Red desert peas among the spinifex, Millstream-Chichester 

NP. 

Millstream-Chichester NP proved a beautiful landscape, 

with the reds and browns of the rocks nicely 

complemented by the many flowers (especially Mulla 

Mulla) and many patches of the brilliant red Desert 

Pea. The slow drive out to Python Rock gave us many 

views of the geological complexity, much softened 

from good rains and the vegetation response. As was 

true of much of the Pilbara, we found ourselves 

stopping frequently to admire the vistas. 

 
Murujuga NP Art gallery, Dampier Peninsula. 

 
Example of rock etching, bird, crab, eggs, Murujuga NP. 

 
Giant Red termite mound, along the track to Millstream-

Chichester NP. 
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We ended our visit to the Pilbara with a look at the 

World Heritage nominated Murujuga National Park on 

the Dampier Peninsula, the world’s greatest assembly 

of rock etchings. This magnificent site has been 

vandalised by a former WA State Government that 

deliberately chose to ignore other options and place 

huge industrial developments over this globally 

significant cultural site. The impact of these industrial 

activities is highly visible. 

The great beauty of the Pilbara, with its rich colours 

and complex landforms, has imprinted on my mind. 

The bird that captures this best for me is the Pilbara 

Grasswren, a particularly handsome species showing 

its links to the Opalton Grasswren. The beautiful iron-

ore coloured plumage makes it a perfect icon. 

 
Pilbara Grasswren, endemic icon of the region. 

 

 

 

Join us on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

Or visit our new website 

https://www.birdlifenq.org/ 

When a tree blooms, it 

can be a mecca for 

birds 
Rex Whitehead, Mt Isa 

When bloodwoods blossom, the birding can skyrocket. 

We recently observed the following species in one tree 

over 40 minutes: Varied Lorikeet, Budgerigar, White-

winged Triller, White-browed Woodswallow, Masked 

Woodswallow, Little Friarbird, Crimson Chat, Jacky 

Winter, Zebra Finch, Double-barred Finch, Grey-

fronted Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Golden-

backed Honeyeater and Weebill. 

 
White-winged Triller 

 
Masked Woodswallow 

 
White-browed Woodswallow 

https://www.birdlifenq.org/
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News from Mount Isa 
Rex Whitehead 

Mount Isa has been receiving its fair share of visitors 

of late: mostly from the southern states and many of 

them are birders. The weather has been beautiful as 

has the birding. 

Last month Karen and I did a day’s birding trip south 

of Mount Isa looking for some Ground Cuckoo–shrikes 

that had been reported. We dipped on the GCS but for 

the trip we recorded, 12 raptor species including 

Letter-winged Kites and a pair of hunting Grey Falcons. 

So it was a very good trip. 

A couple of Saturdays ago we did a trip to Camooweal, 

as a male Chestnut Teal had been reported on one of 

the lakes there. This was quite a way out of their 

known territory. We didn’t find it. 

Mount Isa City Council has commenced the erection of 

birding signage at five locations around the City and 

Lake Moondarra. The signs consist of steel right angle 

posts with a bird image silhouetted. Along with another 

birding information sign with six bird images, they are 

expected to be completed early in August. 

 
One of the new silhouette signs being installed 

Of late Kalkadoon Grasswrens have regularly been 

observed at the Pamela Street site. Unfortunately I 

have no further information on available sites for the 

Carpentarian Grasswrens. There’s no slowing down of 

the mining activity on McNamara’s Road either. I 

would like to stress once again that this road is 

currently out of bounds to birders. There is still a small 

minority venturing up this road, but in doing so, it is 

giving other birders a bad name. 

Some birds have started breeding here. White-bellied 

Sea Eagles are on the nest, as are Australasian 

Grebes, Red-capped Plovers and Caspian Terns. The 

Caspian Terns are breeding at the same site as last 

year. 

 

 
Caspian Terns are breeding 

Last week-end we noticed that many White-browed 

and Masked Woodswallows had arrived, along with 

some Crimson and Orange Chats. It would be nice, if 

the Yellow Chats would return. It was interesting to 

note that mixed with the woodswallows were many 

Budgerigars. 

I noticed a lone Marsh Sandpiper at Lake Moondarra 

last month. So I guess it was one that has over 

wintered. This is the first wader I have seen that may 

have over wintered here. However I expect the Waders 

to start arriving soon. The Sharp-tailed Sandpipers are 

usually the first to arrive, initially in small numbers, 

then they increase in numbers to be in their hundreds. 

They are usually here for the duration, while other 

species may be here for a couple of days, a couple of 

weeks, or sometimes up to a month or so. 

It’s always an exciting time of the year, as one never 

knows what may arrive. Whilst I know Cairns is usually 

a mecca for migratory waders, Karumba, on the Gulf 

of Carpentaria is also a hot spot and well worth a visit. 

Yesterday I noticed a Channel-billed Cuckoo being 

harassed by Yellow-throated Miners. This is the earliest 

I have seen a CBC here. They usually don’t arrive until 

much later in the year. 

We hope to do another trip down into the Channel 

Country in the middle of August, to try for the species 

we dipped out on last year. Plus better photos are 

always nice to get. One that has been a bit elusive is 

the Inland Dotterel. I have got them on occasions at 

Lake Moondarra. But Karen, has always dipped on 

them. So this is the year, fingers crossed. 

I hope you all have a good birding year. And may 

Nordy return for another season. 

Rex Whitehead. 
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Kingfishers: a large and 

diverse family 
By Jennifer H Muir 

The name ‘kingfisher’ refers to the rich ‘royal’ blue 

plumage and mainly fish diet of some kingfishers, 

although only about a third inhabit wetlands, the rest 

being ‘dryland’ birds. 

The Latin word for kingfisher is ’alcedo‘, from the 

Greek ’alkyon’ meaning ‘born of the sea’. This was 

Latinised to ‘Halcyon’, the generic name of some 

kingfishers. ’Dacelo‘, the genus of kookaburras, is an 

anagram of ’alcedo’. The ancient Greeks believed that 

kingfishers nested on the open sea, and called them 

‘halkyons’: ‘hal’ meaning sea, and ‘kyon’ meaning 

conceiving. In Greek mythology, Alcyone (‘Alcedo’ in 

Latin) married Ceyx, who subsequently died in a 

shipwreck. Alcyone was devastated and drowned 

herself in the sea, so the sympathetic gods turned 

them both into kingfishers. This myth lives on in the 

scientific naming of some kingfishers. 

Kingfishers are in the family Alcedinidae (Rafinesque, 

1815) which has been divided into three subfamilies: 

the Alcedininae (‘river kingfishers’), Halcyoninae 

(Vigors, 1825) (‘forest or tree kingfishers’), and 

Cerylinae (‘water kingfishers’), comprising specifically 

fish-eating kingfishers in the Americas, Africa and Asia. 

It’s believed that kingfishers evolved in the Old World 

Indo-Malayan region, probably at least 30 million years 

ago, and radiated out to all continents except 

Antarctica. Today Africa, South-east Asia and 

Australasia retain the greatest number of species: 

Planet Earth has approximately 100-110 species, of 

which Australia has almost 10%. 

The Alcedinidae have long slender bills (like tweezers - 

better for hunting fish), and are more lightly built than 

the Halcyoninae which have broader bills (sometimes 

hooked at the tip) for taking prey from the ground. 

The latter is a more primitive, larger and more 

diversified family that doesn’t necessarily need to be 

near water, and occupies more varied habitats. For 

some species these include being near water or on 

coasts, while others ‘hang out’ in dry forest or open 

country. 

Taxonomically, kingfishers are characterized by having 

their front toes joined for more than a third of their 

length - a condition known as ‘syndactyly’ - that forms 

a scoop for nest-digging. Other less obvious 

characteristics include the form of their leg muscles, 

how their tendons and leg muscles are attached, and 

the distribution and arrangement of their feathers. 

 

 

 
Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle rudi). Image taken on the Okavango 

Delta, Botswana, Africa. Image courtesy of Robert Bartos. 

Most of their other physical characteristics make them 

easily recognisable. The oversized bill, short neck, top-

heavy appearance, thickset body, usually short tail and 

legs, and blue (which is usually due to feather 

structure, not pigment) of at least some feathers 

distinguish a kingfisher. Some people comment that a 

kookaburra looks just like a big kingfisher, not 

necessarily realising they have recognised the 

characteristics that make the group unique. 

Most kingfishers are brightly coloured mainly in greens 

and blues (blues particularly on the wings), with 

patches of white and variations of red. In some species 

the underparts are shades of rufous or orange, e.g. 

Azure Kingfisher. Even Cape York Peninsula’s Yellow-

billed Kingfisher, though mainly orange and green, has 

a blue rump and tail. Some kingfishers are marked 

with bars or spots, and differences between male and 

female in most kingfishers is minimal. 

Only the widespread (Africa, Middle East and Asia) 

Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle rudi) is entirely black and 

white. The male has two black bars across the white 

underparts, the upper bar wider and usually partly 

broken in the middle. Females have just one narrower 

breast bar. 

 
African Pygmy Kingfisher (Ispidina picta). Image courtesy of 

birdwallpapers.com/african-pygmy-kingfisher-on-the-branch-

pic.html  



BirdLife Northern Queensland 

 26   Contact Call 

Kingfishers range in size from the tiny 10 cm African 

Pygmy Kingfisher (Ispidina picta) – the world’s 

smallest kingfisher, to Africa’s 42-46 cm Giant 

Kingfisher (Megaceryle maxima) and Australia’s 40-48 

cm Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo novaeguineae). 

In tropical and subtropical regions kingfishers are 

mainly resident, but those recorded in temperate 

regions tend to be migratory, e.g. Australia’s Sacred 

Kingfisher which is a widespread resident in northern 

Australia. However, it’s also part migratory as some 

migrate to southern Australia to breed in summer, 

then migrate north again for winter, either to northern 

Australia or to New Guinea, Indonesia and other Pacific 

islands. 

During the breeding season, male kingfishers often 

noisily set up and advertise their territories and invite 

females to pair with them. After breeding, some 

species form groups. 

Kingfishers’ superb colour-sensitive and binocular 

vision enables them to see small prey from suprisingly 

long distances, and in water, enabling them to judge 

water depth accurately. Typically, they perch immobile 

on a branch or rock (some hover), looking down to 

locate their prey. Once focused on the prey, they 

plunge head-first onto it, either in water or on ground, 

catching it with their bills (not their feet as do raptors), 

tenderising it against the perch and ‘juggling’ it into 

the right position to swallow it whole. 

While perched, some bob their heads to judge aim, 

distance and water refraction, and wings to startle the 

fish into moving and becoming more visible. They 

sometimes use their wings to help them pursue the 

fish in the water and have nictitating membranes to 

protect their eyes.  

Most wetland kingfishers feed in fresh water, some in 

salt water. Since they need clear water in which to see 

their prey, and a reasonable abundance of fish, the 

presence of kingfishers at a wetland is a general 

indication of good water quality. Siltation, which 

reduces visibility, and pollution, which kills fish, are 

detrimental to kingfishers and reduce their abundance. 

Although kingfishers have adapted to wetlands, 

deserts, wet rainforests, dry woodlands, mangrove 

swamps, tropical islands, coastal lowlands and 

mountains; some occur in parks, gardens and 

farmland near human habitation. They’ve been 

recorded in such disparate places as the Amazon River, 

Alaskan lakes, and southern African dry thornbush! 

These varied habitats and the birds’ feeding behavior 

are, of course, interconnected, thus the separation into 

the subfamilies: Alcedininae ‘wetland kingfishers’ and 

Halcyoninae ‘tree kingfishers’; plus Cerylinae 

(exclusively fish-eating kingfishers) that aren’t 

represented in Australia. These distinctions are not 

absolute, as some wetland kingfishers feed on land, 

while some tree kingfishers take aquatic prey - they 

haven’t ‘read the book’. 

Being carnivorous/insectivorous, most kingfishers eat 

reptiles, such as lizards, snakes (some venomous) and 

spiders on the ground; frogs in tree canopies; and 

insects in flight. Small mammals are on the menu, and 

some take nestlings of other birds. The others take fish 

or aquatic animals such as crustaceans, or eat fish 

almost exclusively. 

All kingfishers nest in cavities. Most wetland 

kingfishers make horizontal or slightly upward nesting 

burrows in vertical banks along watercourses, digging 

with their bills and scraping out the debris with their 

feet (their joined front toes form scoops, as discussed 

above). 

Tree kingfishers mostly nest in tree holes. Some, 

however, e.g. Australia’s Forest Kingfisher, nest in 

arboreal termite nests (termitaria), or rotten trees.  

Australia’s Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher nests in 

ground termite nests. 

Making a nest in a termite nest is quite an 

undertaking. For example, from several metres away, 

both members of a pair of Australia’s Forest 

Kingfishers repeatedly fly like little missiles straight at 

the termite nest, pointed bill forward, hitting the hard 

cement to chip it away. This raises the question: do 

kingfishers get bad headaches? Some have been killed 

by this strenuous, dangerous activity when the termite 

nest is particularly solid. 

‘Housework’ is not in fish-eating wetland kingfishers’ 

vocabulary, and their burrows often become foul and 

littered with fish bones, scales and crustacean bits 

which raise the floor and therefore the chicks. 

However, Australia’s Forest Kingfisher’s short nest 

tunnel is easier to keep clean as the nestlings 

forcefully eject droppings accurately to the outside. 

The resulting white marks on a termite nest are a good 

indication of an active nest. Standing under such a 

nest is perhaps, wisely, a short-term activity. 

 
Red-backed Kingfisher. Cumberland Dam, Qld, 2018. Image 

courtesy of Ian Montgomery. Birdway.com.
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AUSTRALIAN KINGFISHERS: 

Alcedininae 

In Australia, the only members of the Alcedininae 

subfamily are the Azure and Little Kingfishers.  

At 12 cm, Little 

Kingfisher (Ceyx 

pusillus) is Australia’s 

smallest kingfisher. 

Bright blue above and 

clean white below, it’s 

a striking bird that 

usually appears black 

in poor light. It’s so 

tiny that from a 

distance it is 

sometimes mistaken 

for an insect: the 

wingspan of some 

dragonflies is longer 

than the length of a 

Little Kingfisher. 

Typical of Alcedininae 

kingfishers, Little 

Kingfisher eats tiny 

fish and other aquatic animals. A mainly tropical bird, 

it occurs in lowland rainforest streams and tidal 

mangrove creeks and swamps, preferring dark, narrow 

waterways with lots of overhanging vegetation that 

provides hunting perches. 

The Azure Kingfisher 

(Ceyx azureus) is an 

intensely-coloured, 

small fish and aquatic 

invertebrate feeder of 

slow-moving rivers 

and creeks; and lakes, 

swamps, billabongs, 

and well-vegetated 

dams. The rich blue 

upperparts, very long 

black shiny bill, white 

mark on sides of neck, 

white throat, deep 

rufous underparts, 

short tail, and reddish 

feet are obvious in the 

photo, herein, taken in 

Kakadu National Park, 

NT. 

When in sunlight, Azure Kingfisher’s beautiful blue 

upperparts shimmer and contrast strikingly with the 

rich chestnut underparts. Females are slightly duller.  

These birds are easily overlooked if perched quietly in 

shade, and may first be noticed when calling during 

their arrow-like flight over water, or when splashing 

into water to catch prey. 

Halcyoninae 

The eight Australian ‘tree kingfishers’ are the two 

kookaburras; Red-backed, Forest, Torresian (formerly 

Collared), Sacred, and Yellow-billed Kingfishers; and 

the Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher. They mostly 

take their food on the ground, and the Torresian 

Kingfisher often forages on intertidal mud near 

mangroves. 

Australia’s Forest 

Kingfisher 

(Todiramphus 

macleayii) is 

primarily a tropical 

and subtropical 

resident in central 

and northern Qld. 

Upperparts are a 

richer irridescent 

blue than those of 

the other Australian 

Todiramphus 

kingfishers: Sacred, 

Torresian and Red-

backed. 

Male Forest 

Kingfishers have a 

broad, unbroken 

white collar around 

the nape: females’ 

collars are 

incomplete. Both 

sexes have large 

white loral (between base of bill and eye) spots (like 

headlights), and in flight, a white diagnostic wing 

patch on each wing. 

They prefer hunting in fairly open country on ground or 

in shallow water, and their varied diet includes the 

usual suspects including fish. They’re also quite 

common in open sclerophyll forests and woodlands, 

rainforest edges, mangroves and parks, especially near 

wetlands. 

When not breeding they sometimes ‘hang out’ in 

farmland with isolated trees/powerlines on which to 

perch. 

The iconic Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo 

novaeguineae) is world famous for its wild laughing 

call, especially at dawn and dusk. This is so regular in 

the bush that it was, and may still be, known ‘out 

bush’ as the ‘bushman’s clock’. 

Laughing Kookaburra parents are often helped to rear 

their chicks by previous broods, and/or possibly by 

kidnapped young from other families. It’s understood 

Little Kingfisher, near 

Freshwater Lake, Cairns Botanic 

Gardens, Qld. Image courtesy 

of Shane Kennedy. 

Forest Kingfisher. Image taken 

by Jennifer H Muir, September 

2007. 

Azure Kingfisher on the Yellow 

Waters early morning tour in 

Kakadu National Park, NT. 

Image courtesy of Jennifer H 

Muir 2009. 
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the breeding 

capacity of these 

young birds is 

supressed by their 

subordinate position 

in the family 

heirarchy. 

Kookaburras grab 

snakes behind the 

head and kill them 

by dropping them 

from a height, or 

while holding them 

in their bills batter 

them senseless 

before swallowing 

them. They also take 

young of other birds 

and sometimes 

make themselves 

unpopular by raiding 

farms for ducklings 

and chicks. 

During breeding, the male Laughing’s rump changes to 

bright blue, whereas all Blue-winged Kookaburras have 

a blue rump. 

Habitat requirements, diet, and behaviour in both 

species are similar. Both species are highly territorial, 

nest in tree holes, and live in strongly bonded family 

groups. 

Slightly smaller than the Laughing is the Blue-winged 

Kookaburra. 

These two species can be easily distinguished from 

each other and with close comparison of the photos 

herein you can see several differences between them. 

Laughing Kookaburra is an eastern Australian species 

(introduced into southern WA in the 1890s); and Blue-

winged Kookaburra is a more western and northern 

species (Pilbara and Kimberley in WA, and northern 

half of NT). The two species overlap in Queensland. 

 
Blue-winged Kookaburra. Image taken by Jennifer H Muir in 

Nitmiluk National Park, NT, October 2009. 
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taken by Jennifer H Muir, August 

2016. 
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Noticeboard 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Thank you to all our contributors to this edition of 

Contact Call. If you would like to submit an article, 

report, news or images to the newsletter, don’t 

hesitate to contact the editor via email: 

birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com  

Newsletter deadlines for 2021 

➢ October 30th for the December Edition 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice on BirdLife 

Northern Queensland 

Activities and COVID-19 

BirdLife Northern Queensland activities are managed in 

line with Queensland Government COVID-19 

requirements. Activities may be cancelled at short 

notice if circumstances change.  

Please remember, if you plan on attending 

BirdLife Northern Queensland activities or 

events: 

❖ Contact the activity organiser to confirm your 

attendance  

❖ Stay at home if you are unwell 

❖ Practice physical distancing as much as possible 

and: 

➢ avoid contact such as hugs, kisses and 

handshakes 

➢ cover coughs and sneezes 

➢ use hand sanitiser or wash your hands 

regularly with soap and water 

➢ wherever possible keep at least 1.5 metres 

away, two big steps, from people you don’t live 

with. 

❖ Don’t share personal equipment (e.g. binoculars). 

❖ Wear a mask if that makes you comfortable or if 

mandated by Queensland Government COVID-19 

requirements.  

❖ Complete the event sign in sheet on arrival 

For more information: 

https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 BirdLife Northern Queensland Newsletter 
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www.birdlifenq.org 

WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN CONTACT CALL? 

Advertisements and sponsorship help support 

the local BirdLife group in Northern 

Queensland. Any profit is used for education 

and conservation projects in our region. The 

advertisements must be relevant to BirdLife 

Northern Queensland members and compatible 

with BirdLife Australia objectives and fund-

raising guidelines.  

Quarter page advertisements for four issues 

can be purchased for $80 plus GST, or $25 

plus GST for single-issue advertisements. 

Contact the Editor of Contact Call or the BNQ 

Treasurer for further information. 

___________________________ 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ORGANISE 
AN ACTIVITY IN YOUR AREA?  

OR PERHAPS A CAMP OUT? 

The BirdLife Northern Queensland role of 

activities coordinator is currently vacant. If you 

would like to take on this role, or even just 

help with organising a single event, don’t 

hesitate to contact us at 

northernqld@birdlife.org.au  

 

STAY 
COVID 

SAFE 

mailto:birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/
mailto:northernqld@birdlife.org.au
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3 September 2021 – 13 February 2022 
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BirdLife Northern Queensland 2021 Activities 
Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

Any day Any time 
during the 
day that is 
safe for a 
beach 
walk. 

Townsville to 
Cooktown 

BEACH-STONE-CURLEW SURVEYS 
2021 

It's as easy as walking along a beach 
birdwatching and filling out a form. 
Contact Amanda Freeman to identify the 
best beach near you and to receive an 
information kit. To be part of our 2021 
Beach Stone-curlew Wall of Fame, all you 
need to do is to take a selfie at the beach 
during the survey and submit it to Ceri at 
birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com. 

Contact Amanda Freeman at 
amandafreeman@naturenorth.com.a
u to identify the best beach near you 
that you can survey, and to receive 
an information kit. 

Sunday 

12 
September 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES  

You're invited to join us for a couple of 
hours of social birding around Warrina 
Lakes.  

After birding we'll have morning tea at the 
lakes (BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area Coordinator 

For more information, please contact 
0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

Thursday 
23 
September 
2021  

 

8:00 am – 
3:00pm 

Mungalla 
Wetlands, 
Forrest 
Beach Rd via 
Ingham QLD, 
Forrest 
Beach QLD 
4850, 
Australia 

MUNGALLA DAY TRIP 

Birdlife Townsville has extended an 
invitation to BNQ members to join them 
on this visit to Mungalla Wetlands near 
Ingham. 

Cost is $35 per person and includes 
morning tea and lunch.  

For more information about Mungala, go 
to https://birdlife.org.au/australian-
birdlife/detail/mungalla-magic  

For more information please contact 
Wal by email 
contact@birdlifetownsville.org.au  

Friday 

1 October 

2021 

7:00–
9:00am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 
Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
carpark 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD 
SURVEY 

You're invited to join us for a great 
morning of birding and collecting data on 
the birdlife in and around the swamp. 
Based mainly at and around the bird hide, 
members will survey the birds present at 
the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush 
birds in the adjacent fringing vegetation 
are included. We hope to follow the 
seasonal changes through the year. Bring 
binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please contact 
Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com  

Sunday 

10 October 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES  

You're invited to join us for a couple of 
hours of social birding around Warrina 
Lakes.  

After birding we'll have morning tea at the 
lakes (BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area Coordinator 

For more information, please contact 
0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

 

mailto:amandafreeman@naturenorth.com.au
mailto:amandafreeman@naturenorth.com.au
https://birdlife.org.au/australian-birdlife/detail/mungalla-magic
https://birdlife.org.au/australian-birdlife/detail/mungalla-magic
mailto:contact@birdlifetownsville.org.au
mailto:rgschweitzer@gmail.com
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BirdLife Northern Queensland 2021 Activities 
Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

Monday 
11 October 
2021 

 
 
and 
 
 
Thursday 
14 October 
2021 
 

7.30-
9.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

7.30-
9.30 pm 

Cominos 
House, 
Greenslopes  

St, Cairns  

 

 

Malanda 
Hotel  

2 English 
Street, 
Malanda 

CAIRNS and TABLELANDS 

BOWERBIRD PRESENTATION BY DOMINIC 
CHAPLIN 

Birdlife Northern Queensland volunteer Dominic 
Chaplin will review the last ten years measuring 
the distribution of upland bowerbirds in the Wet 
Tropics and beyond. Emphasis is given on the 
importance of good record keeping and the value 
of long term monitoring. Birdlife Northern  

Queensland plans to set up a new long term 
monitoring project to count Tooth-billed 
Bowerbirds. Anyone can join in with this project 
and we will outline how you can help out to 
provide useful information, whilst enjoying a short 
walk birdwatching in the cool of the higher altitude 
forests of Far North Queensland. A Tooth-billed 
Bowerbird counting weekend is set for Oct 23/24 

In Cairns, if you would like 
more information on this event 
or to register please contact 
Mikey Kudo on 0402 343 610 
or email kudo@kankyo-gi.net  
 
 
On the Tablelands, if you 
would like more information 
on this event or to register 
please contact Domicic via 
email: 
dominic@pinecreekpictures.co
m.au   
 
We hope you can make it! 
 

Saturday-
Sunday 
23-24 
October 
2021 

 Various sites 
across Wet 
Tropics 

 

TOOTH-BILLED BOWERBIRD MONITORING 
WEEKEND 

Tooth-billed Bowerbirds call reliably, loudly and 
repeatedly from the same court sites every year. 
Anyone can join in. A survey will involve  a 1–2 km 

walk.  

Volunteers can do this at any site they like either 
during the weekend or really on any morning 
October – December during the period when 
Tooth-billed Bowerbirds are calling at their courts. 
It is useful to walk a transect regularly once a year 
or even up to once a week to get a measure of 
variability.  

Contact Dominic for details on 
how you can participate  

Email: 
dominic@pinecreekpictures.co
m.au    

18–24 
October 
2021 

 National 2020 NATIONAL BIRD WEEK and AUSSIE 
BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 

 

https://aussiebirdcount.or
g.au/  

Tuesday and 
Wednesday 
26 & 27 
October 
2021 

7.30pm 
for an 
hour 

 SPECIAL ONLINE PRESENTATION 
JOIN US TO COUNT DUCULA 

BirdLife Northern Queensland undertakes an 
annual synchronised coastal Toressian Imperial 
Pigeon (Ducula spilorrhoa, or TIP/PIP) Count. 
Some volunteers also do coastal TIP counts at 
other times during the TIP season. 

In this very special online Zoom webinar, Julia 
Hazel will explain how easy it is to count TIPs and 
how you can get involved.  

All you need to participate is a smart device 
(mobile phone, tablet/Ipad or computer) with an 
internet connection. 

If you haven’t zoomed before, its as easy as 
clicking a ‘join’ button. 

To find our more or to register 
to attend, please contact our 
PIP Count Coordinator, Rebel 
Warren 

Phone 0407914318 or email 
rebelwarren51@gmail.com  

 

mailto:kudo@kankyo-gi.net
mailto:dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au
mailto:dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au
mailto:dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au
mailto:dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
mailto:rebelwarren51@gmail.com
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Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

Friday 
5 
November 
2021 

7:00–
9:00am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 
Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
carpark 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY 

You're invited to join us for a great morning of 
birding and collecting data on the birdlife in and 
around the swamp. Based mainly at and around 
the bird hide, members will survey the birds 
present at the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush birds in 
the adjacent fringing vegetation are included. We 
hope to follow the seasonal changes through the 
year. Bring binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please 
contact Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com  

Saturday 
13 
November 
2021 

4:00–
6:30pm 

Any coastal 
area 

ANNUAL SYNCHRONISED TORRESIAN 
IMPERIAL PIGEON (TIP/PIP) COUNT 

To find our more or to register 
to attend, please contact our 
PIP Count Coordinator, Rebel 
Warren 

Phone 0407914318 or email 
rebelwarren51@gmail.com  

Sunday 

14 
November 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES 

You're invited to join us for a couple of hours of 
social birding around Warrina Lakes.  

After birding we'll have a Christmas breakup 
morning tea at the lakes (BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area 
Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

 

mailto:rgschweitzer@gmail.com
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