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Kalkadoon Grasswren image courtesy of Yu Ota 

May is Grasswren month 
While our teams are in the field in the Mount Isa region surveying for Carpentarian and Kalkadoon 

Grasswrens in May, it’s timely to reflect on why we are searching for these special little birds.  

Carpentarian Grasswren (Amytornis dorotheae) is listed as Endangered under Queensland’s Nature 

Conservation Act 1992, while Kalkadoon Grasswren (Amytornis ballarae) has a status of Least Concern. 

Carpentarian and Kalkadoon Grasswrens have restricted distributions in the spinifex clad rocky landscapes of 

north-west Queensland.  Following on from pioneering work done by Harris and Stewart (2009), Graham 

Harrington initiated BirdLife Northern Queensland systematic surveys of these two species in 2008.  The goal 

was to determine in more detail grasswren distributions and habitat requirements.  However, when severe 

wildfires burnt prime grasswren habitat in 2011-12, priorities changed to identifying regional fire 

management strategies that can still support grasswren habitat and populations.  

BirdLife Northern Queensland’s current principle role is to establish baseline information to assess impacts of 

regional fire management strategies on the population of both grasswren species.  This project is done in 

partnership with Southern Gulf NRM, the University of Queensland including Green Fire Science, Calton Hills 

traditional owners, and Boodjamulla National Park managers. Kath Shurcliff is our project coordinator. 
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From the Convenor 
As mid 2021 fast approaches, a great deal has been 

happening at both a national level and locally within 

the branch.  

At a national level, BirdLife Australia has been busy 

with a number of projects and activities. 

You may have heard that the National Directory of 

Important Migratory Shorebird Habitat was released on 

21 April, i.e.World Curlew Day. This comprehensive 

guide is based on tens of thousands of shorebird 

surveys and literally millions of bird sightings (many by 

volunteers just like you). The Directory identifies key 

sites for shorebirds right around Australia. In 

Queensland, there are a number of nationally and 

internationally significant migratory shorebird habitats 

identified, as you can see in the image below. 

 

Dr Steve Klose, BirdLife Australia’s Migratory Shorebird 

Program Manager said “The National Directory for 

Important Shorebird Habitat will be a key resource for 

government, land managers, consultants and 

community groups alike, working together to find 

sustainable solutions for shorebirds and people to live 

alongside one another.”   

You can access the National Directory of Important 

Migratory Shorebird Habitat here. 

Our local shorebirds need your help. Paul Fisk is our 

local migratory shorebird project coordinator. You will 

recognise his name from previous editions of Contact 

Call, and his lead role in the local Collaborative 

Management of Threatened Coastal Birds Project. If 

you would like to get involved in migratory shorebird 

monitoring and conservation, please contact Paul by 

phone 0402 591 215 or email. He'd be very happy to 

hear from you. 

 

BirdLife Australia is currently undergoing a Digital 

Transformation Program, starting with a 

comprehensive review of digital platforms such as 

BirdLife’s web presence (including all 35 branch and 

observatory web sites, online resources including 

Birdata, and social media), and its customer 

management system. They are seeking to create a 

more integrated system that is mobile device friendly, 

a system that makes communication easier and 

delivers to you, the information and resources you 

need. The project is rolling out over the next 12-18 

months. To those people who have registered to assist 

with the project, BirdLife Australia’s National Office will 

be in contact with you soon to get you involved. A 

dedicated blog has also been created to keep everyone 

informed. Stay tuned, our digital transformation is just 

beginning. 

In other exciting news, following our nomination of 

Kath Shurcliff for a BirdLife Australia Distinguished 

Service Award, we are very pleased to announce that 

at the BirdLife Australia Board meeting on 27 February 

2021, the Board recognised Kath’s significant 

contribution and awarded her a BirdLife Australia 

Distinguished Service Award. This award formally 

acknowledges the enormous contribution to BirdLife 

Australia and its predecessor organisations made by 

members and supporters. Well done Kath!!. I would 

like to thank Peter Valentine, Dominic Chaplin, Graham 

Harrington, Ceinwen Edwards, Golo Maurer, Kayler 

Greenfield and Geoff Penton at Southern Gulf NRM, 

and Dr Steve Murphy for their contributions to Kath’s 

nomination. To learn more about Kath’s distinguished 

contribution, go to page 5. 

You will have read the article about saving the 

endangered Golden-shouldered Parrot by Steve 

Murphy in the last edition of Contact Call. Artemis 

Station was once a strong-hold for Golden-shouldered 

Parrots. However, the population has crashed to about 

50 birds. All the evidence suggests Artemis’ parrots 

will disappear within our lifetime if action isn’t taken 

now. The BirdLife Northern Queensland committee 

unanimously decided to make a donation of $2000 to 

the Artemis Foundation to assist with urgent Golden-

shouldered Parrot habitat restoration and preservation. 

It might seem like a lot, but this amount of money 

may only restore 6 - 7 hectares of land. You can help 

too. Find out more about the Artemis Foundation here.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank and 

farewell Gary and Robyn Wilson. Gary has been a 

committee member/assistant editor of Contact Call 

since early in 2020. As well as assisting to edit our 

newsletter, Gary also contributed many interesting, 

insightful and entertaining articles. Gary has 

coordinated the award process for the Graham 

Harrington Scholarship, and organised and assisted at 

our outings and events. His recent Introduction to Bird 

Photography Course was very well attended and 

appreciated. As well as being well known researchers 

https://birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds/national-directory-ms-habitat
mailto:Paul%20Fisk%20%3cpgfisk@yahoo.com.au%3e
https://www.networkbirdlife.org/dep-updates
https://artemis.org.au/
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in their own right, for years Gary and Robyn have been 

keen bird, wildlife and plant surveyors in our region 

and have assisted with the Gouldian Finch Monitoring 

project led by Ray Pierce. We wish Gary and Robyn all 

the very best on their new adventure moving to New 

Zealand’s North Island. We will miss you both. 

On a local level, we’d like to increase our branch’s 

appeal to a diverse audience. By diversity, I mean 

cultural diversity, gender diversity, religious diversity, 

language diversity; different ages, education levels, 

viewpoints, and unique abilities. If you would like to 

help us become a more inclusive BirdLife branch, 

please do contact us. We are seeking your ideas and 

advice to identify how we can reach out and include 

everyone in BirdLife.  

We have a great program of activities coming up, 

thanks to our Area Coordinators and volunteers. Please 

check out our calendar at the end of this newsletter, or 

our website and Facebook page for the latest details.  

I hope to see you all on some of our outings and at our 

meetings. See you soon.  

Ceri Pearce, Convenor 
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mailto:kudo@kankyo-gi.net
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At the BirdLife Australia Board meeting held 27 

February 2021, the Board awarded Kath Shurcliff a 

BirdLife Australia Distinguished Service Award. 

BirdLife Northern Queensland is thrilled that Kath’s 

significant contribution has been recognised with this 

award.   

Kath Shurcliff was a Birds Australia North Queensland 

branch committee member for the year prior to the 

merger that created BirdLife Northern Queensland 

(BNQ). She was successfully nominated as the first 

convenor, to lead BNQ at this transformative time. The 

splintering of the Birds Australia North Queensland 

group, that included all areas of north Queensland 

south to Townsville, into BNQ and BirdLife Townsville 

(under the BirdLife Australia banner) had resulted in a 

great deal of uncertainty and stress. Focusing on the 

positive, Kath promoted a vision highlighting the 

exciting future BNQ had as part of BirdLife Australia. 

Recognising that the realignment of boundaries 

required a flexible approach, she fostered an inclusive 

approach with BirdLife Townsville to maintain 

friendships and partnerships that had been forged over 

the years before the merger. As Convenor for six 

years, Kath smoothed the transition, and built and 

strengthened BNQ by providing direction and purpose. 

Faced with a growing number of conservation issues in 

the region, and with limited resources available, Kath 

facilitated a strategic planning process with the 

committee and six bird/ecology specialists. The 

resulting strategic plan prioritised BNQ actions for the 

next 3 - 5 years. In 2020 a review found that 

substantial achievements had been realised as a result 

of the direction and purpose the plan provided, 

including:  

• significant contribution to Carpentarian Grasswren 

knowledge through completion of annual surveys 

and provision of data that has optimised 

management of these endangered birds,  

• completion of altitudinal surveys for Golden and 

Tooth-billed Bowerbirds and bower monitoring to 

gather baseline data in order to assess the impacts 

of climate change on these wet tropic endemic 

species (within the Wet Tropics KBA),  

• a major Beach Stone Curlew survey was completed 

over 200 km of coastline to repeat a survey 

completed 20 years previously. Beach Stone Curlew 

are listed as Vulnerable under Queensland’s Nature 

Conservation Act 1992 and knowledge of successful 

breeding on the mainland is limited. These data are 

being used to monitor these beach nesting 

shorebirds and has formed the basis for ongoing 

monitoring for breeding activity. 

Kath first participated in a Carpentarian Grasswren 

survey in 2008. Within a year or so she was leading 

one of the survey teams, and in recognition of her 

adept organisational skills and remote area birding 

experience, has progressively taken on more and more 

of the organisational and responsibility aspects of 

these surveys over the years. Kath has been a major 

contributor to the Carpentarian Grasswren survey 

strategy every year, including monitoring of fire 

influences on grasswren populations. In 2018 Kath 

took over the Grasswren survey project leader role, 

with oversight by BNQ luminary and mentor, Graham 

Harrington. In 2018 following a successful crowd 

funding campaign led by Graham Harrington, Kath led 

the team that successfully completed a helicopter 

mission to install sound recorders for Carpentarian 

Grasswren on China Wall, a 60-km sandstone 

escarpment, west of Doomadgee. 

Kath is passionate about surveys and data recording. 

She is the local area moderator for eBird and in 2020 

was number four in Queensland for eBird lists 

submitted (4,585 lists). Kath has also written several 

instructional articles for the BNQ newsletter on eBird 

and Birdata, and has also delivered training to 

members on BirdLife Australia survey methodologies 

and data collection in Birdata.  

In 2019, Kath analysed 2017 data from Cape York and 

the Gulf Plains and contributed two chapters to the 

Queensland Annual Bird Report 2017 (The Sunbird, 

Volume 48, November 2019). These data significantly 

contributes to our knowledge of bird distribution across 

bioregions and can contribute to knowledge about 

population trends over time.  

Kath is an inspirational leader, a passionate advocate 

for birds and a mentor to many, and a valued member 

of the BirdLife Northern Queensland Committee.  

 
Kath Shurcliff, Convenor 2012 – 2018 

Image by Dominic Chaplin. 

BirdLife Australia 

Distinguished Service Award 

for Kath Shurcliff. 
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Wave the Waders 

Goodbye in Cairns 

2021  
Cairns RSL and Cairns Esplanade on 

Sunday March 7, 2021 

Hidetoshi Kudo (Mikey), Cairns Area Coordinator 

I have been looking forward to holding this event for 

more than twelve months after the event was 

cancelled in 2020 due to the COVID-19. Finally this 

anticipated event was held on a beautiful sunny day in 

March 2021, with a good number of participants just 

below the set upper limit!  

This year we had a very interesting start with 

Nordmann’s Greenshank. Maybe because of this, we 

also had some interstate participants to farewell the 

migratory birds with us.  

We had two excellent guest speakers who have been 

involved in bird counts over many years, Paul Fisk (the 

coordinator of Indigenous Collaborative Management 

of Threatened Coastal Birds Project as well as the 

coordinator of synchronised shorebird count) and 

Amanda Freeman (the Beach Stone-curlew count 

coordinator).  

Paul summarised the seasonal change in the bird 

population since 2019. He identified that Casuarina 

Point is an important roosting site for local waders. 

With this additional regular counting site, we can 

expect to see more accurate population data from now 

on. Paul also pointed out the decline of particular bird 

species such as Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Red-

necked Stints. 

Amanda showed us the map of the past Beach Stone-

curlew survey locations overlaid with new survey 

locations, indicating that we are making good progress 

filling the geographical gaps. It was nice to see some 

information collected in the Yarrabah area, an area we 

didn’t know much about in terms of shorebirds, despite 

it being reasonably close to Cairns. I would like to take 

this opportunity to send my biggest thank you to all 

volunteers who supported and participated in the 

surveys!  

After the indoor session, we moved to the Esplanade, 

and surprisingly found Nordmann’s Greenshank right in 

front of us. We also had a good number of migratory 

birds present on the mudflat. A list of shorebirds 

identified on the day can be accessed from this link 

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5303459&h=

3181df72 in Birdata.  

Special thanks to Brian Lee for the refreshment on the 

Esplanade! 

 
Hidetoshi Kudo (Mikey) presenting at the Wave the Waders 

event. Image C. Pearce. 

 

 
Hidetoshi Kudo (Mikey) providing an overview of the 

Nordmann’s Greenshank sighting. Image C. Pearce. 

 

 
Keen birdwatchers and bird photographers excited to see 

Nordmann’s Greenshank amongst the other waders present. 

 

 
Birdwatchers gathered on the Cairns Esplanade boardwalk. 

Image courtesy of Shane Kennedy. 

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5303459&h=3181df72
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5303459&h=3181df72
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Jack Barnes: A light at 

the end of the 

Boardwalk? 
Denis Walls 

President, Cairns and Far North Environment Centre 

(CAFNEC) 

Those of you who have been following the saga of the 

Jack Barnes Boardwalk will know that the Cairns 

Regional Council has close to a half a million dollars 

allocated in its budget for the removal of the top deck 

of the Boardwalk by the end of its current lease in 

December 2021. CAFNEC has been advocating for that 

money to be put to the repair of the Boardwalk rather 

than its destruction.  

This was one of the key discussion points in a meeting 

that took place at the end of January between CAFNEC 

representatives and Cairns Airport executives. The 

airport has a 99-year lease of the land, comprising the 

Boardwalk, from the State Government which it has 

been sub-leasing to the council for the last 33 years 

for the paltry sum of $1 a year! 

 

 

A portion of the Jack Barnes Boardwalk in mangrove forest 

adjacent the Cairns Airport. Images by Denis Walls 

The airport recognises the importance of the 

Boardwalk as a world-famous asset and are very keen 

to keep it. However, in the current economic climate 

they do not have the money to repair it. Following 

CAFNEC’s meeting with the airport executives, the 

airport CEO, Richard Barker, met with Cairns council 

mayor, Bob Manning, and the latter has given in 

principle agreement to using the Boardwalk removal 

money in its repair. This is subject to an engineering 

study being carried out that convinces council that 

repairs can be done within that budget. 

 

Planks shown in good condition. Photo by John Breen 

Consequently, a team of engineers from the airport, 

private company Arup and John Breen, the original 

designer of the Boardwalk back in 1987, are meeting 

at the end of February to carry out a further study into 

the Boardwalk structure and the approximate cost of 

repairing it within a budget of half a million dollars. 

John Breen’s previous visual report estimated the 

continuing viability of the Boardwalk for a further 10 to 

15 years based roughly on plank and joist repair work 

and their ongoing maintenance.   

 
PVC pillar joining the Boardwalk. Photo by John Breen 

Load testing of Boardwalk pillars would also be 

necessary. These were made of bamboo harvested 

from the Red Arrow walking track and were placed up 

to 8 metres below ground and a metre from the 

surface in completely anoxic (without oxygen) 
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conditions. There are PVC pipes filled with concrete 

which sit on the bamboo to which the joists and 

fittings are attached at the surface. We often speak of 

the Boardwalk as an environmental delight, but it is 

also an engineering marvel!  

This is a pivotal moment in the campaign to save the 

Boardwalk from destruction. If the engineering report 

is favourable it would be the responsibility of council to 

carry out the repairs as the existing leaseholder. The 

assessment engineers would, hopefully, be advisors to 

the repair team with the engagement of Yirrganydji 

land and sea rangers who already work on mangrove 

projects within the airport precinct.  

The current CAFNEC scientific study access to the 

Boardwalk expires in early July so there is much to 

accomplish between now and then to ensure the 

survival of this wonderful Cairns icon. We appear to be 

heading in the right direction thanks to the hard work 

of all our CAFNEC volunteers and the great support we 

are now getting from Cairns Airport.  

Please check out this link to our new short video 

extolling the wonders of the Boardwalk and forward it 

to as many as you can https://vimeo.com/500351931  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A study group enjoys the Boardwalk before it was closed to 

the public. Photo: CAFNEC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News Update 

The Jack Barnes Boardwalk has been saved 

from destruction.  

The Cairns Regional Council voted, 

unanimously, on Wednesday 26 May at their 

Ordinary Meeting to give the $460,000, 

allocated in the Council budget for the 

boardwalk's removal, to Cairns Airport to be 

used in its repair. 

This is a tremendous victory for the community 

and CAFNEC which has been the principal 

driver in the battle to protect and restore this 

FNQ icon. Since the boardwalk was closed to 

the public on 2019, CAFNEC has insisted that it 

could be repaired rather than lost to the 

community. Since late 2020 when it looked like 

the boardwalk was doomed, CAFNEC has been 

at the forefront on three key issues which led 

to its saving. 

https://vimeo.com/500351931
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Have you seen this 

bird? 
Dominic Chaplin 

The #1 rarest resident bird, confirmed to exist around 

the Wet Tropics, is Acanthiza nana flava, the Wet 

Tropics Yellow Thornbill subspecies.  

With less than a handful of records every year, this 

bird has always been hard to find. Other, still rarer 

residents may exist but lack photographic evidence. 

The plight of the Wet tropics Yellow Thornbill was 

brought to our attention by Stephen Garnett. In 

preparing the next Action Plan for Australian Birds he 

found there was simply no information to give it any 

conservation classification. 

The subspecies is said to occupy dry country on the 

Western fringes of the Wet Topics between Atherton 

and Paluma. A request for images and information on 

sightings amongst the 1800 subscribers to the BirdLife 

Northern Queensland facebook page plus 238 on the 

Cairns Birders site resulted in images of just two birds. 

I am now aware of three photographs. Geoff Jones 

photographed it west of Ravenshoe in 2000, Yu Ota 

has a photo from the Tumoulin area in 2013 and most 

recently Jun Matsui near Kaban in June 2017. 

All images show the bird situated in casuarina habitat. 

Confirmed locations include Bally Knob Trail - 

Ravenshoe, Kaban Rd, Halls Falls - Herberton Range 

Conservation Park (off Plath Rd), Tumoulin area, Elms 

Rd - Wondecla. Other possible records are from Lake 

Mitchell, Tinaroo, 40 Mile Scrub, Undara, Eubenangee. 

This graph details the very low number of public 

records of Yellow Thornbill in Far North Queensland. 

But even some of these are in some doubt. There is 

possible confusion with the Northern Subspecies of 

Buff-rumped Thornbill, Acanthiza reguloides squamata. 

This local subspecies, which may co-occur with the 

Yellow Thornbill, is particularly bright yellow, brighter 

than its southern counterparts and brighter than the 

illustration in the The Australian Bird Guide. Mixed 

flocks might occur so look carefully at each bird in a 

group. 

Confusion is also possible when viewing fast moving 

Weebills, Fairy Gerygones and White-throated 

Gerygones. 

The main diagnostic features of the Wet Tropics Yellow 

Thornbill are the black eye and orange throat. 

Please be on the lookout for this bird. Make sure you 

put in an eBird or Birdata Atlas record and any photo 

confirmation would be gratefully received. 

 

 



BirdLife Northern Queensland 

 10   Contact Call 

Torresian Imperial-

Pigeon Nesting Eruption 

in Cairns City 
Brian Venables 

HANZAB records that our Pied Imperial-Pigeons (PIP) 

nest mainly on islands along the tropical coast of 

Queensland with only a small number on the mainland.  

From 2012 on, however, I recorded an abrupt localised 

change to this pattern of behaviour. 

There have always been a few Imperial-Pigeons 

nesting in Cairns. In the early 1950s, a pair nested 

each summer in a tall coconut palm in the Cairns 

Botanic Gardens near to our family home.  They did 

not return after the palm was blown down in 1956 by 

Cyclone Agnes. There have also been suggestions from 

some older Cairns residents that there were in times 

past nesting eruptions in the mangroves at the 

northern end of the Cairns Esplanade but I have no 

knowledge of this and with no concrete records it has 

so far been impossible to verify.  

During the summer of 2011-12 my brother Phillip 

alerted me to unusual PIP nesting activity in Cairns 

and I decided then to keep nest location records on 

this changed nesting behaviour.  The data I planned to 

record were very detailed, and included number, 

geographical distribution, species of tree used, 

evidence of predators, success or failure of breeding 

and persistence of the phenomenon. In making these 

recordings a GPS track was to be kept in order to 

quantify effort. One thing I was not able to do, for 

reasons of logistics, was identify from the droppings, 

the suite of botanical species the birds use as food. 

This would have been a useful observation. 

The first three years we (there were others involved 

then) recorded less than 470 nests each season, 

mostly in Cairns city, but some were recorded in the 

peri-urban areas. (See reference (1) below). The nest 

records increased over the following years and this 

season (2020/21) my records include 1279 nest 

usages (as at 2021-02-21) all of which are in Cairns 

city and environs. My informal observations suggest 

that predators have increased also, although a link to 

the Imperial-Pigeon nesting remains to be tested. 

What is clear even to the casual observer is that Grey 

and Brown Goshawks have gone from rare to common 

in Cairns and their nests are now regularly reported. 

Rufous Owls were also virtually unknown in Cairns, but 

today there are at least two pairs nesting in suburban 

Cairns. Both the owl and the goshawks have been 

recorded preying on the Imperial-Pigeon chicks and 

adults. Black Butcherbirds have also been recorded 

preying on both nestlings and eggs.  

One interesting feature of the distribution has been 

that the species seems to prefer isolated copses of 

trees within the city limits, with a distinct 

concentration along the foreshore. A noteworthy 

record is the use by the species of man-made 

structures on which to build nests. TV antennae, 

streetlights and installations on electricity poles have 

been used occasionally.   

 
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon with a young in the nest in Cairns. 

Photo: Brian Venables 

 
Torresian Imperial-Pigeons on the nest in Cairns. Photo: 

Brian Venables 

The main drivers of this sudden change in nesting 

behaviour remain unknown, but cyclone Yasi in 

February 2011 is probably implicated. TC Yasi severely 

damaged vegetation in the Hinchinbrook area including 

North Brook Island, traditionally used by a very large 

PIP aggregation, as well as the nearby mainland.  

When the North Brook Island population returned after 

their 2011 winter migration, they would have found 

severely degraded habitat for nesting and foraging. 

Many birds probably dispersed temporarily to other 

areas. It's likely that some of the dispersing North 

Brook PIPs caused the sudden increase in Cairns. 
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It is now becoming increasingly clear, at least 

informally, that chicks hatched in Cairns city may have 

acquired an instinct to home back to where they were 

hatched.  Presumably, this will continue until once 

again some environmental catastrophe in Cairns itself 

drives them elsewhere.  

It is fascinating to me to hypothesise why the species 

nested on the islands in the first place. The islands 

offer safety from some predators but not much food.  

As they are frugivores they needed to commute each 

day from nest to the mainland to feed and back to the 

islands to tend the nest and roost at night.   This 

strategy appears to offer safety but at a great energy 

cost.  Could the expanse of water have given them a 

degree of predator protection then, that now the urban 

sprawl of Cairns provides, at a much less energy cost?  

Long term monitoring of PIPs was started by Arthur 

and Margaret Thorsborne when they strenuously 

campaigned to save the North Brook Island population 

from extinction in the early 1960s. In the post WWII 

period, the species was at a low ebb, with much illegal 

hunting. The Queensland Government of the time 

showed no interest in enforcing their own protection 

regulations and Arthur and Margaret’s actions forced 

the Government’s hand to do so. As a result, PIP flight 

counts at North Brook Island have continued annually 

for more than 50 years, and for shorter periods at 

other islands.  

More recently PIPwatch.net was set up by Dr Julia 

Hazel to collect mainland PIP observations and share 

data with Birdlife Australia. All my Cairns nest records 

go to the database of PIPwatch.net and my data for 

2012-2015 were analysed in detail for an article 

published in the scientific journal Wildlife Research. 

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the contribution of Dr 

Julia Hazel to this article.  

(1) Hazel, Julia and Brian L. Venables. (2017) Can 

island specialists succeed as urban pioneers? 

Pied imperial-pigeons provide a case study. 

Wildlife Research 44: 40-47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOWERBIRD MONITORING TALKS 

Cairns 

Moday, 11 October 7:30 pm 

Cominos House 

27 Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill 

 

Tablelands 

Thursday, 14 October 7:30 pm 

Malanda Hotel 

English Sreet, Malanda 

 

Cairns photographer Dominic Chaplin has been 

living in Far North Queensland since migrating to 

Australia in 1994. In a previous incarnation in the 

UK, he worked as an industrial research chemist. 

Despite no qualifications or experience, he turned 

his hand to biology as a volunteer citizen scientist. 

In recent years he has been challenging a natural 

inclination for limited physical activity by struggling 

up many of the mountains of Far North Queensland 

to check on the local bowerbirds.  

In these talks, Dominic will review the last ten 

years measuring the distribution of upland 

bowerbirds in the Wet Tropics and beyond. 

Emphasis is given on the importance of good record 

keeping and the value of long term monitoring. 

 

BOWERBIRD MONITORING WEEKEND 

Saturday, 23 & Sunday, 24 October 

Various sites across Wet Tropics 

Birdlife Northern Queensland plans to set up a new 

long term monitoring project to count Tooth-billed 

Bowerbirds. Anyone can join in with this project and 

we will outline how you can help out to provide 

useful information, whilst enjoying a short walk 

birdwatching in the cool of the higher altitude 

forests of Far North Queensland. 

Contact Dominic for details on how you can 

particpant dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au   

 

mailto:dominic@pinecreekpictures.com.au
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Bird Nests and Fungi 
Frances Guard 

Most of you, who photograph birds at nest would be 

familiar with the way birds use lichens in the 

construction of their nests. While very decorative, the 

lichens probably play an important role in 

camouflaging the nest. Lichens are of course part 

fungi, part algae.  However, fungi may be used in 

other ways by bird nest builders. Some fungi produce 

aggregates of fungal threads called rhizomorphs, 

made up of individual hyphae, bound together and 

coated in a tough melanized substance, water-

repellent and resistant to dehydration. These may be 

as fine as hair or quite coarse. Rhizomorphs have been 

found in the nests of many bird species and may be 

used as (1) lining material (2) structural material, or 

(3) attachment and anchoring of nests to the 

substrate.  

 
Spectacled monarch nest with rhizomorphs 

Twenty-five different species of fungi, mostly in the 

Marasmius group, (pin wheels or horse hair fungi) 

have been identified, to date, in bird nest construction 

(these were all overseas.) 

Some were used almost exclusively as lining material 

in the nests. This living material may produce volatile 

chemicals. It is hypothesized that they could play a 

role in controlling parasites in the nest and on 

nestlings. 

 
Unknown nest with rhizomorph lining. Image: Frances Guard 

Others were used as attachments and anchors and six 

of these were “litter trappers”, which are normally very 

strong as they carry heavy loads of leaf litter. “Litter 

trappers” are fungi that decompose dead leaves by 

forming aerial tangles of rhizomorphs which capture 

leaves before they fall to the ground where there is 

fierce competition with other fungi decomposing the 

litter. This suggests that birds may preferentially select 

rhizomorphs adapted to bearing heavy loads, for nest 

attachment. Still others were woven into the body of 

the nest. 

After learning about this, I started to look out for bird 

nests in Queensland. I found one that was, I think, 

built by a Spectacled Monarch. In its walls were hair-

like black rhizomorphs. Other materials in the nest 

were mosses, spider webs, fern frond skeletons and 

strands of other plant material. All these others occur 

much more commonly in the area than fungal 

rhizomorphs. Why and how did this little bird find and 

select these fungal threads, when other materials are 

much more common and accessible? One Yellow-

throated Scrub-wren nest was full of rhizomorphs, 

curiously bound with leafy liverworts. Many questions 

are raised by these findings.  

Firstly, how many more birds in Australia use 

rhizomorphs?   Secondly, is it just a random 

occurrence? Birdwatchers can help answer this by 

looking out for abandoned nests and identifying the 

materials used, and noting whether they include fungal 

rhizomorphs.   Thirdly, which of the many rhizomorph-

producing fungi are used in bird nests? It may be that 

I can identify the fungal species by extracting DNA 

from the threads. This will give us a greater idea of the 

diversity and potential need for conservation of these 

important litter recycling fungi in our forests.  

If you find an abandoned nest with rhizomorphs 

present, please photograph the nests, and either notify 

me, or actually make collections of the rhizomorphs, 

which can then be analysed for DNA. 

THANK YOU:    My contact details are Frances Guard, 

Tel: 0477 621 548, email: franguard@icloud.com  

mailto:franguard@icloud.com
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Interesting 

observations on 

White-breasted 

Woodswallows 
Sandra Christensen, Cassowary Coast Area 

Coordinator 

1. A few weeks ago, a gentleman from Wangan, 

near Innisfail, contacted Ceri and me to say that he 

had a nest containing White-breasted Woodswallows 

which were being fed by Welcome Swallows. We 

visited and saw a nest in a corner of a shed, about 3 

metres above the ground, with 3 juvenile WBWS in 

it. The adult birds were bringing food to them, while 

2 Welcome Swallows with insects in their bills 

watched from a nearby power lead. When they saw 

both parents fly away, they would dart in and feed 

the baby birds. We saw this happen several times 

during the half hour we were watching. 

2. In Babinda, last Saturday night, I saw hundreds 

of White-breasted Woodswallows sitting on the two 

parallel powerlines, which run down the centre of 

the main street above the centre parking spaces. 

Every single one of them was socially distanced from 

the next bird by a 20cm (approx) gap. There was 

none of the usual perching close to each other. In 

addition, every bird was facing outwards towards the 

footpaths on each side of the road. It took me a 

while to realise that they were birds, thinking that it 

was two strings of light bulbs left over from 

Christmas. 

Would they be arranged in such a way to give them 

the best chance of taking an insect (if they feed at 

night)? 

I would be pleased to receive any comments on these 

observations. 

schristensen666@gmail.com Phone: 0448 845 842 

 

 

 

 

Fungal rhizomorphs  

used in nest building 

You can help 

Francis is looking for help identifying the 

presence and identity of fungal rhizomorphs in 

Australian birds nests. 

But its essential that we don’t disturb any 

nesting birds. Please do not go near or disturb 

birds nests that are being used or may be 

reused.  Only approach a nest if it has been 

completely abandoned.  

You can contact Frances Guard, by phone: 0477 

621 548 or by email: franguard@icloud.com 

 

mailto:schristensen666@gmail.com
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Henry Stoetzel awarded 

the 2021 Graham 

Harrington Research 

Scholarship 
Gary Wilson 

The successful candidate for the Graham Harrington 

Research Scholarship this year is Henry Stoetzel, a 

PhD Student at the University of Queensland.  

Henry’s project title is ‘Autecology of an endangered 

Australian passerine: Carpentarian Grasswren 

(Amytornis dorotheae)’ 

The PhD project (2021-2023) is investigating various 

aspects of the endangered Carpentarian Grasswren’s 

ecology and habitat requirements including how they 

persist in a fire-prone landscape. A number of birds in 

the species’ most southerly sub-population will be 

studied intensively for three years to uncover aspects 

of their autecology. Additionally, some aspects of the 

project will involve studying Carpentarian Grasswren 

and its habitat across its entire distribution in QLD and 

NT. This will provide information critical to effective 

conservation management. 

Henry’s supervisors are James Watson, Steve Murphy, 

and our own Graham Harrington. 

We look forward to hearing more from Henry about his 

important research project at a future meeting and in 

Contact Call. 

 
Graham Harrington and Henry Stoetzel discussing Henry’s 

grasswren research project. Image by Kayler Greenfield 
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Gearing up for more 

Beach Stone-curlew 

surveys 
Amanda Freeman 

3 June 2021 

A big thank you to everyone who responded to the 

call-out for Beach Stone-curlew survey volunteers in 

the Member’s Update.  There was a great response 

and with new volunteers signing on for the search we 

will get a much higher proportion of the project area 

surveyed on a regular basis.  

The survey area for Birdlife’s local Threatened Coastal 

Birds Project is from the Daintree River to the Tully 

River. This is the area covered in Birdlife’s initial Wet 

Tropics coast survey back in 2000. We want to cover 

as much of that stretch of coast as we can so we can 

compare Beach Stone-curlew distribution today with 

what it was back then. We’ve got a good chunk 

covered but there are still several gaps that we would 

love to fill. 

The areas that still need regular surveyors, or that 

could do with more frequent visits are: 

➢ Yule Point north to the Mowbray River 

➢ Wangetti 

➢ Simpson Point & Ellis Beach 

➢ Kewarra & Trinity Park 

➢ Holloways Beach 

➢ Cowley Beach 

➢ Kurrimine Beach 

➢ Garner’s Beach & Bingil Bay  

➢ Mission Beach – Clump Point south to Porter’s 

Creek 

➢ South Mission Beach and Lugger Bay to Hull 

River mouth (Kennedy walk) 

➢ Hull Heads south to Tully River mouth (Googarra 

Beach)  

If you can take a regular stroll at any of these 

locations and would like to volunteer for our local 

beach birds project please contact me via email. I’d 

love to hear from you. A survey once a month is ideal 

but even three to four times over the next 12 months 

would be very useful. 

Over the cooler months we’re particularly interested in 

records of three or more Beach Stone-curlews 

together. We don’t know why, but it seems that some 

young birds are reluctant to leave home.  

Groups of three or four are likely to be family groups 

comprised of parents, last season’s offspring, and 

possibly offspring of the season before that, still 

hanging out with Mum and Dad. By this stage the 

young birds are probably in adult plumage and 

indistinguishable from their parents. However, it’s 

worth having a close look to see if any individuals 

retain subtle juvenile features (as in the photograph 

below). 

Recording the number of Beach Stone-curlews in a 

group is therefore a useful indicator of breeding 

success in the vicinity. It also helps target sites for 

closer inspection during the breeding season later in 

the year. To get ready for the Beach Stone-curlew 

nesting peak we’ll be holding a monitoring workshop in 

August for interested volunteers. Stay tuned for the 

details.  

 
The immature bird (right) has a broken eyebrow, and the 

white markings on the wing are much less developed than 

the adult (left). Image courtesy of Julia Hazel. 
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Introduction to Bird 

Photography Course 
This Northern Queensland Group activity was 

presented by Gary Wilson on 17 April at Cominos 

House, Edge Hill. 

Thirteen eager photographers gathered at Cominos 

House to learn about bird photography from Gary 

Wilson, well known Biologist, Traveller and 

Photographer. 

The workshop catered for absolute beginners as well 

as those with more knowledge and experience.  

During the morning Gary gave an engaging, interactive 

presentation with demonstrations showcasing popular 

photographic equipment including camera bodies, 

lenses, and tripods and the like, as well as highlighting 

various camera options available and their formats. 

Camera sensor dimensions were discussed including 

their impact on image capture. Gary demystified the 

lingo, presenting information on exposure, metering, 

shutter speed, aperture and ISO, depth of field and 

taking images of birds with a soft out-of-focus 

background (BOKEH). He also identified freely 

available processing software. Throughout the morning 

Gary shared his personal tips for taking the best bird 

photos. Participants also shared their experiences 

which led to interesting and lively discussions. The 

morning concluded with a session on wildlife 

photography ethics.  

After an exisquisite lunch, we adjourned to the 

outdoors, that is, across the road to Centenary Lakes 

where we could put our newly acquired knowledge into 

practise. 

As a complete beginner, I boldly turned off the 

automatic button on my camera, and after some initial 

trepidation, followed by experimentation with the 

camera settings, I found that I could take much better 

quality images by taking Gary’s advice and seizing 

camera control. The difference in image colouration 

and quality was remarkable. 

The birds of Centenary Lakes also obliged. We saw and 

photographed Australasian Figbirds feasting on fruit, a 

Striated Heron skulking along the water’s edge hunting 

for fish, and various egrets, ducks and Rainbow Bee-

eaters taking insects in flight. The lakes provided a 

perfect place to practise photography. 

A final debrief session concluded the day, with 

participants voicing their support for future bird 

photography workshops. 

Ceri Pearce 

 
Participants photographing Australasian Figbirds feasting on 

fruit. 

 

 
Striated Heron posing for images. 
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Pinnarendi Station 

ANZAC Day Long 

Weekend Campout 
Gary Wilson 

A small group of BirdLife Northern Queensland 

members visited Pinnarendi Station Stay and Café on 

the Anzac Day Long Weekend of Friday 24th to Sunday 

26th April, 2021.  

Pinnarendi Station Stay and Cafe is located about 

56kms south of Mount Garnet, near Forty Mile Scrub 

National Park. The Station offers powered and 

unpowered bush sites, great amenities and a beaut 

little rustic café that boasts home baked sourdough 

bread and pizza, quality coffee and other baked 

delights.  

The purpose of the campout was to escape to the 

country and enjoy some good company and birding. As 

well as birding around the established Three Dam 

Walking Circuit, we also undertook bird surveys at 

previously established 2 ha sites, in various landscape 

and vegetation types on the property, with permission 

from the property owners.  

It was an overcast, windy weekend, with occasional 

very light showers of rain, so it was less than ideal 

weather for birding. Nevertheless, a good time was 

had by all. The station had received exceptional wet 

season rainfall, so the property was lush and the dams 

were full.  

The most vocal birds were the ever present Noisy 

Miners, Blue-faced Honeyeaters, and Grey as well as 

Pied Butcherbirds. The flowering Melaleucas attracted 

honeyeaters including Lewin’s, Yellow-faced, Rufous-

throated, Brown, Scarlet and Banded Honeyeaters. 

Pacific Emerald Dove, Australian Bustard, Square-

tailed Kite and Wedge-tailed Eagle were also sighted 

amongst many other species.  

Our Saturday pizza night at the café was terrific and 

several members who are not normally pizza 

aficionados were won over.  

We commemorated Anzac Day by a small dam edged 

with flowering wattle trees, serenaded by Northern 

Banjo Frogs, and relaxed there with a cuppa, Anzac 

biscuits and lamingtons. 

The camaraderie around a camp fire on the last night 

topped off a delightful birding weekend away. 

Special thanks to the station owners Nadine and Ron 

Atkinson and family for their warm hospitality and for 

allowing us entry to restricted access sites on the 

property.  

We propose repeating the camp out at Pinnarendi 

Station in the future, and hope you will join us there. 

 

 
Birding around Big Dam on the Dam Circuit Walk. 

 

 
Relaxing by Garden Dam on the Dam Circuit Walk. 

 
Birding at one of the rocky ridge sites 
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Warrina Lakes update 
Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area Coordinator 

May Social Birding at Warrina Lakes clashed with 

Mothers Day and so it was only a small group of five 

birders who enjoyed good birding in splendid weather. 

The lake looked glorious with its covering of pink and 

white water lilies, but very few water bird species were 

present. This has been the case for a good while now 

probably due to more water available to the west. 

Hopefully the ducks and egrets will return as the year 

progresses.  

But what you loose on the roundabouts you gain on 

the swings and we were treated to a trifecta of raptors. 

A Baza had been briefly spotted flying between the 

treetops, and was seen again later with better views 

for everyone. Then as our walk neared the end, a bird 

flew low overhead and landed nearby. “Hobby” 

someone shouted, and then ”or is it a Peregrine?” We 

had a great time calling out the features we could see 

- wing length, colour of legs and eye ring, how defined 

the hood was etc. Fortunately, one of the group, Greg 

Dawe from Mirriwinni, uses a camera in lieu of 

binoculars and he was able to take a number of photos 

confirming that it was indeed a Hobby. After behaving 

nicely for us the bird became restless and flew ahead 

of us. Smaller birds panicked, but then our Hobby had 

a brief encounter with a Grey Goshawk before both 

raptors went their separate ways. 

In all we counted 42 species before stopping for a 

social morning tea. 

 

 
Social birding around Warrina Lakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Australian Hobby. Image courtesy of Greg Dawe. 

 
This sunbathing Australasian Figbird had clearly eaten too 

many fermented fruits. Image C. Pearce. 

 
A late Channel-billed Cuckoo passing through. Image C. 

Pearce.  
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News from Mount Isa 
Rex Whitehead 

The tourist season is in full swing with Mount Isa 

attracting our share of visitors, many of whom are 

birders, which are very welcome. 

It appears, that most visitors are seeing the Kalkadoon 

Grasswren at the well known Pamela Street site.  

The down side to these visitations is a minority of 

birding people, that do the wrong thing regarding 

accessing private property for their birding. The north 

west of Queensland appears to be a land of wide open 

spaces, which in a sense it is. However, with a few 

exceptions, off any road/highway, it is all private 

property. Some is fenced, some isn’t. Permission is 

required from the property owner/manager prior to 

entering any property. 

Also, a very few are ignoring the McNamara Road 

closure to the general public, due to mining traffic. A 

reminder here,  McNamara’s Road is a private road. 

The irresponsible few are giving the rest of the birding 

fraternity a bad name. 

It would take a whole page, for me to list some of  the 

issues property managers/owners have had with 

people trespassing. I don’t know what the answer is 

for this. Other than to name and shame the 

perpetrators. Any other suggestions?  Unless there is 

some mustering or other activity going on, I’m sure 

most owners/managers would give permission for 

access. All you have to do is ask. It’s the cost of a 

phone call. 

There are seven good birding locations in the Mount 

Isa city area that people can access without requiring 

permission to enter. Likewise, there are areas close to 

Mount Isa in the Cloncurry Shire, where good birding is 

available. These locations are available on request 

from the Mount Isa Tourist Information Centre at 

“Outback at Isa”. 

Mount Isa City Council is in the process of having bird 

watching interpretive signs manufactured. These will 

be installed at various sites in the coming weeks. Also, 

the preliminary design, for the proposed Wetland and 

Bird Hide has been completed. They are now awaiting 

funding to commence this venture, which I’m sure will 

be a great success. 

It would appear that Gouldian Finches may be on the 

increase in this area. A friend of mine sent me photos 

of Gouldians drinking from a cattle trough overflow on 

his property. Many of them were juveniles. One of his 

neighbours has also recorded Gouldians on his 

property. They have also been recorded at different 

locations on Lawn Hill Station. so hopefully we can get 

a sustained population of Gouldians in the northwest 

Queensland. 

Recently my birding partner and I saw a pair of 

Australian Painted-snipe here. But I wouldn’t have 

believed where they were if I hadn’t seen it myself. 

They were in amongst the dry spinifex on a rocky 

ridge. One spot where I wouldn’t have expected 

Painted-snipe to be. It was the sharp eyes of Karen 

that spotted them. She also got a couple of images of 

the male. 

I was fortunate enough, to be able to do a trip to 

Cairns in the first week of March, where I was able to 

get some good shots of the Nordmann’s Greenshank, 

which I guess would be a once in a lifetime occurrence. 

A big shout out, to Adrian Walsh in identifying the 

Greenshank and making it public along with the great 

help he has been providing to visiting birders. I’m sure 

this has helped the Cairns tourism industry somewhat. 

I could just imagine what it would have been like if the 

international borders, had been open. 

Also I was able to get some good images, of coloured 

up Lesser Sandplovers, and Bar-tailed Godwits, on the 

Cairns Esplanade. What a top spot that is.  I also got 

images of a banded Blue-faced Parrot Finch on Mount 

Lewis, possibly the same bird that Dom Chaplin 

photographed up there recently. 

Rex Whitehead. 

 

 

REMEMBER, MCNAMARA RD IS 
CLOSED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

 
Triple road train mining vehicle Image by Dominic Chaplin 

McNamara Rd, the well known site for viewing the 

Carpentarian Grasswren is closed to the general public. 

The road is owned by a mining company. Triple road 

train traffic has increased and they are using the road 

24 hours a day. The road has been signposted: “Lady 

Loretta a Glencore Company. Restricted Area. 

Authorised Vehicles Only Past This Point”.  
Information provided by Dominic Chaplin. 
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Rare Visitor to Cairns 

Foreshore: Nordmann’s 

Greenshank 
by Jennifer H Muir 

Something special happened on Cairns Foreshore over 

2020/2021’s New Year.  It was the arrival, then 

recognition by Cairns birder Adrian Walsh, of one of 

the world’s rarest and most threatened migratory 

shorebirds: a Nordmann’s Greenshank (Tringa guttifer 

– also known as Spotted Greenshank, but referred to 

as ‘Nordy’ in this article). This species is classified in 

the IUCN Red List as Globally Endangered, due to its 

overall low population and restricted range. With a 

world population of less than 1,000 and decreasing, 

this species is under threat of global extinction. 

Such low numbers of individuals in a species is a 

potential disaster for that species as variation in the 

‘gene pool’ is much reduced by the low numbers. 

Offspring in small populations receive less gene 

variation, and are thus more vulnerable to disease and 

other negative impacts they might otherwise be able 

to overcome. 

Nordmann’s Greenshank (pictured left) often occurs in 

mixed flocks with Common Greenshank (T. nebularia) 

(pictured below), as our Nordy did in Cairns, and many 

people find the two species difficult to differentiate. 

Nordman’s Greenshank (left) looks more ‘bull-headed 

and burly’ with shorter, more yellowish legs; and 

thicker bi-coloured bill, olive-green at the base 

darkening towards the tip, than Common Greenshank 

(below) which is tall and elegant and its legs more 

greenish. 

Its believed our Nordy was probably blown off course, 

or arrived in Cairns with other migrant species, during 

its migration south to avoid the severe northern 

hemisphere winter. 

Many birders came to Cairns from other parts of 

Queensland and interstate (including Western 

Australia) to see Nordy, gathering along the foreshore 

in sometimes large groups with spotting scopes and 

cameras.  

The Cairns region is a recognised world hot-spot for 

birds: over half of Australia’s bird species are found in 

Tropical North Queensland. Many international birders 

have come here over the years: many extending their 

birding to Cairns Highlands/Atherton Tablelands and 

Cape York Peninsula. This also brings income into our 

far north economy and assists many businesses, such 

as accommodation and tour companies, wildlife parks 

and facilities such as Cairns Aquarium, museums, 

galleries, restaurants and cafes, etc.  

So, what IS migration? A migratory species does 

regular, usually seasonal, geographical movements to 

another location, usually in response to food 

availability, later returning to the place from which it 

left.  

Most migratory shorebirds breed in the Northern 

Hemisphere in summer, but as the winters there are 

so severe and food extremely scarce, many fly long 

distances southwards (some even 25,000 kms) to feed 

during the Southern Hemisphere summer in Asia and 

Australasia, returning northwards at change of season. 

Nordy migrates from east Russia’s Pacific Coast via 

China, Korea and Japan to winter in South-east Asia: 

mainly on the Malaysian Peninsula including Thailand. 

Single individuals have been recorded several times 

along WA’s Eighty-mile Beach at Broome between 

2004 and 2020; and now we have the record on Cairns 

foreshore for the first time (as far as is known). 

During its winter sojourn in warmer climates, Nordy 

usually settles on estuarine intertidal mudflats or on 

  
Left: Nordmann’s Greenshank (aka ‘Nordy’) on a mission 

(hunting/chasing prey). Image: Norton B Gill 

Right: Common Greenshank. Image: Norton B Gill 

 

 



Contact Call 

June 2021   21 

softer mudflats sheltered by or near mangrove stands. 

It feeds on crabs, other aquatic invertebrates and 

small fish, often vigorously chasing prey visible on the 

surface rather than only probing for buried 

invertebrates like many other shorebirds do. 

In Myanmar, Malaysia and Bangladesh, Nordys have 

also been observed hunting in flight, dropping 

suddenly to the surface to stab prey, usually on the 

receding tide when the prey are apparently more 

abundant on the surface. In Thailand and China they 

have also been recorded standing motionless, 

apparently waiting to ambush crabs emerging from 

their burrows. 

In time for the northern hemisphere summer and its 

richly abundant food resources, Nordys return to 

where they breed in coastal habitats and sparse wet 

forests of east Russia’s Pacific Coast region. 

Most migratory birds follow quite well-defined ‘flyways’ 

between their northern breeding and southern non-

breeding regions. Migration routes to Australia cross 

South-east Asia (the ‘East-Asian-Australasian Flyway), 

thereby avoiding long difficult sea crossings. 

Alarmingly, flyways are subject to unregulated onshore 

development pressures (eg. fish-farms, housing, etc.) 

and some areas that supported many thousands of 

shorebirds 25 to 30 years ago no longer do so due to 

fragmentation of onshore roosting habitats. Hunting 

remains a major threat to the Nordmann’s 

Greenshank. Hardly any overseas Nordmann’s 

Greenshank wintering sites that support 10 or more 

birds are currently under any form of site protection. 

Only 18% of key sites were formally protected in 

2018. 

As a result many migratory ‘stopping points’ no longer 

exist or are severely compromised, and the birds can’t 

‘refuel’ enough so they can continue on to their 

destinations: many weaken and starve to death. 

Refueling is crucial for the strength needed for the 

birds to continue their long, arduous flights. 

The resulting overall decline in shorebird (wader) 

populations over the past 20 to 30 years is a tragedy, 

and a disaster for Planet Earth’s diversity, 

environmental health and the future. 

References. 

An extensive list of references has been provided. 

Contact the editor for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you seen 
Common Myna in the 

Torres Strait?  
Common Myna birds have recently been seen on Horn 

Island. 

These are invasive birds native to India, Asia and the 

Middle East. They are a threat to the environment as 

they compete with our native birds for food and 

nesting sites.   

They are also a public nuisance because they gather in 

large groups and are very noisy and messy.  

Biosecurity Queensland are working together with 

Torres Shire Council to eliminate these birds before 

they establish in the Torres Strait. 

We need everyone in the area to keep an eye out for 

these birds. 

If you have seen them on any Torres Strait island – 

call Michael Zitha from Biosecurity Queensland directly 

on 0436 857 128 or the department’s call centre on 13 

25 23.   

For more info  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/pests/invasive-animals/other/indian-myna#:~:text=Legal%20requirements-,The%20Indian%20myna%20is%20not%20a%20prohibited%20or%20restricted%20invasive,and%20animals%20under%20their%20control.
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Report on the book by 

John Grant.  SPINIFEX: 

THE CURSE OF THE 

NIGHT PARROT 
Graham Harrington 

This book is truly a ‘gripping yarn.’ Once I started 

reading I did not want to put it down. The first six 

chapters are written about the discoverer of the Night 

Parrot, a personality who causes much dissension but 

is undoubtedly the most skilled bird naturalist in the 

country. The main character ‘Jim Elder’ will be of 

interest to all bird enthusiasts and the story is so well 

told that it will grip a wider audience.  

This is an outstandingly well written story. I 

congratulate John Grant on the clarity of his writing 

and his gripping, uncompromising narrative. I believe 

this is Grant’s first published novel.  I hope it is not the 

last. I particularly liked the two main characters and 

their complex relationship, tied up in aboriginality 

issues. This was a courageous slant by the author, 

which worked well and smacked of personal 

experience. 

 

 
Night parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis) illustrated by Elizabeth 

Gould, 1890 and then known as Nocturnal Ground-Parakeet 

(Geopsittacus occidentalis). 

Source: commons.wikimedia.org/  Creative Commons 

Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Editor’s note: Further to Graham’s glowing 

review it is pertinent to note two recent publications on 

the Night Parrot:- 

 

MORE THAN JUST NIGHT PARROTS: 
A BASELINE BIRD SURVEY OF 
PULLEN PULLEN RESERVE, SOUTH-
WESTERN QUEENSLAND 

A.S. Kutt, S.G. Kearney and P.L. Kern (2021) 

Australian Field Ornithology 38: 1-12   

Abstract. The birds of arid environments often exhibit 

nomadism, seasonal breeding and population 

fluctuations that respond to highly variable weather 

patterns. In this study we present data from a baseline 

bird survey in Bush Heritage Australia’s Pullen Pullen 

Reserve in south-western Queensland. We conducted 

seasonal surveys (October–November 2018, May 

2019) in 40 sites representing Spinifex (Triodia spp.) 

grasslands, a complex of Mitchell Astrebla 

spp./chenopod grasslands and Georgina Gidgee Acacia 

georginae riparian woodlands, using a standardised 2-

ha census. A total of 85 species was recorded in the 

standardised sites, as well as an additional 16 species 

recorded opportunistically. Twenty-six species (31%), 

many of which were nomadic, were recorded from only 

one of the surveys. Bird abundance and species 

richness were highest in the post-wet-season survey 

(May 2018), and there was strong variation in the 

composition of the bird species between the three 

habitats surveyed. These data provide a baseline to 

continue monitoring and to understand the resident 

and more peripatetic elements of this arid bird 

community, which should be surveyed regularly to 

investigate the role of changing management and the 

long-term influence of global environmental change. 

 

NEW RECORDINGS OF CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED NIGHT PARROTS 
MUSIC TO EARS OF KIMBERLEY 
RANGERS, SCIENTISTS 

ABC Kimberley  By Ben Collins Thursday 27 May 2021 

Ngururrpa and Kiwirrkurra rangers have been making 

recordings of night parrot calls for the past six months, 

from sites across 100 kilometres of the Great Sandy 

Desert in the southern Kimberley. The recordings 

indicate this area contains Australia's largest 

population of night parrots. 

Find out more here 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-26/biggest-night-parrot-population-discovered-great-sandy-desert/100159378
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-26/biggest-night-parrot-population-discovered-great-sandy-desert/100159378
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Noticeboard 
FROM THE EDITOR 

A BIG thank you to all our contributors to this edition 

of Contact Call. If you would like to submit an article, 

report, news or images to the newsletter, don’t 

hesitate to email birdlifenqnewsletter@gmail.com 

Newsletter deadlines for 2021 

➢ August 10th for the September Edition 

➢ October 10th for the December Edition 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Facebook 

 

Come and see our BirdLife Northern 

Queensland stall at the Cassowary Festival 
MISSION BEACH 4TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CassowaryFestival/ 

https://www.facebook.com/CassowaryFestival/
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Position Vacant 

2021 Crane Count Coordinator 

BirdLife Northern Queensland is urgently seeking a 

Tableland Crane Count Coordinator for 2021. 

The Annual Crane Count monitors the population of 

Sarus Cranes and Brolgas on the Atherton 

Tablelands each year. The main Atherton Tableland 

count will be Saturday 4th September 2021. 

As part of a team, the Crane Count Coordinator 

recruits and coordinates volunteers who complete 

crane counts on identified routes (day count) and 

sites (roost count). The procedure and survey forms 

are already written. There are 30-50 volunteers who 

contribute annually to the count, and often assist 

each year. 

 

The Crane Count Coordinator  

• recruits volunteers using a mass email to all 

previous counters to ascertain who is available and 

willing to count this year.  

• updates documents for data collection and 

workplace health and safety if required and prints 

out the documents and mails them out if required. 

• liaises with property owners to gain permission 

for access to roost counting sites. There are only a 

few of these and details will be provided. 

• organises counting teams having regard to 

experience of counters and number of cranes 

expected. 

• distributes the count sheets/instructions to 

counting teams and recovers the count sheets after 

the crane count. 

• with the assistance of the team, collates a report of 

the results of the count. 

If you are interested in becoming the Crane Count 

Coordinator, or want to help the Crane Count 

Coordinator, please contact 

northernqld@birdlife.org.au by July 1. 

If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate 

to contact the previous coordinator, David Merrall, 

at merrall1@bigpond.com for more detailed 

information about what’s involved. 

WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN CONTACT CALL? 

Advertisements and sponsorship help support the 

local BirdLife group in Northern Queensland. Any 

profit is used for education and conservation 

projects in our region. The advertisements must 

be relevant to BirdLife Northern Queensland 

members and compatible with BirdLife Australia 

objectives and fund-raising guidelines.  

Quarter page advertisements for four issues can 

be purchased for $80 plus GST, or $25 plus GST 

for single-issue advertisements. Contact the Editor 

of Contact Call or the BNQ Treasurer for further 

information. 
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BirdLife Northern Queensland 2021 Activities 
Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

2021 Anytime 
during the 
day 

Anywhere 
along the 
coastline 
from 
Townsville to 
Cooktown. 

BEACH STONE-CURLEW SURVEYS 

If a walk along the beach and the thrill of seeing a 
rare and striking bird sounds exciting to you, we 
are seeking volunteers to assist in 2021 Beach 
Stone-curlew Survey! 

It's as easy as walking along a beach birdwatching 
and filling out a form. Contact Amanda Freeman to 
identify the best beach near you and to receive an 
information kit. 

Contact Amanda Freeman at 
amandafreeman@naturenorth.c
om.au to identify the best 
beach near you that you can 
survey, and to receive an 
information kit. 

June-Sept  Einasleigh 
Uplands 

FINCH STUDIES AND WEEKEND CAMPOUTS 
AT VARIOUS SITES IN EINASLEIGH UPLANDS.  

In May and early June we are focusing on finding 
nest sites and families of Gouldians, involving a 
combination of walking transects and sitting and 
watching/listening at potential sites. 

In July-August we are focusing on wider 
distributional surveys for Gouldians and other 
finches across the EU Bioregion, so primarily drive-
through surveys targeting woodswallow 
concentrations. Vehicle mileage is reimbursed. 

Contact Ray Pierce for more 
information or to register. Team 
usually departs Mareeba 11 am 
Fridays, returning late Monday 
or Tuesday.  

Email Ray at 
raypierce@bigpond.com or 
phone: 0409806560. 

 

Friday 

2 July 
2021 

7:00–9:00 
am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 
Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
car park 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY 

You’re invited to join us for a great morning of 
birding and collecting data on the birdlife in and 
around the swamp. Based mainly at and around 
the bird hide, members will survey the birds 
present at the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush birds in 
the adjacent fringing vegetation are included. We 
hope to follow the seasonal changes through the 
year. Bring binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please 
contact Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com 

Sunday 

11 July 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES  

You’re invited to join us for a couple of hours of 
social birding around Warrina Lakes.  

After birding we’ll have morning tea at the lakes 
(BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area 
Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

Friday 

6 August 
2021 

7:00–
9:00am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 
Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
car park 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY 

You're invited to join us for a great morning of 
birding and collecting data on the birdlife in and 
around the swamp. Based mainly at and around 
the bird hide, members will survey the birds 
present at the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush birds in 

the adjacent fringing vegetation are included. We 
hope to follow the seasonal changes through the 
year. Bring binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please 
contact Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com 

 

mailto:rgschweitzer@gmail.com
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BirdLife Northern Queensland 2021 Activities 
Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

Sunday 

15 August 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES  

You're invited to join us for a couple of hours of 
social birding around Warrina Lakes.  

After birding we'll have morning tea at the lakes 
(BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area 
Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

Sunday 

29 August 

2021 

1-4 pm Cairns 
Esplanade 
Boardwalk 
(mainly 
opposite the 
RSL) : 

WELCOME WADERS RETURN 

Join us to celebrate the safe arrival of waders with 
friends, locals and visitors. 

For more information, please 
contact Mikey Kudo via Email 
kudo@kankyo-gi.net or Ph: 
0402 343 610 

Friday 

3 

September 
2021 

7:00–
9:00am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 

Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
car park 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY 

You're invited to join us for a great morning of 

birding and collecting data on the birdlife in and 
around the swamp. Based mainly at and around 
the bird hide, members will survey the birds 
present at the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush birds in 
the adjacent fringing vegetation are included. We 
hope to follow the seasonal changes through the 
year. Bring binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please 
contact Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com 

Saturday 4 
September 
2021 

Various Atherton 
Tablelands 

Meet at 
Hastie’s 
Swamp Hide 
car park 

ANNUAL CRANE COUNT 

12:00–2:00pm – Volunteers needed  
3:00pm – Meet at Hastie’s Swamp bird hide for 
briefing 
4:00–6:30pm – Counting at crane roosts 
7:00pm – Dinner at Malanda Pub 

We hope you can join us! 

Saturday 4 
September 
2021 

 Ulysses Park, 
Porter 
Promenade, 
Mission 
Beach. 

CASSOWARY FESTIVAL (This is not a BirdLife 
Event) 

Come and see BirdLife Northern Queensland at our 
stall at the Cassowary Festival at Mission Beach. 

 

Sandra Christensen, Cassowary 
Coast Area Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

Sunday 

12 
September 

2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES  

You're invited to join us for a couple of hours of 
social birding around Warrina Lakes.  

After birding we'll have morning tea at the lakes 
(BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area 
Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

Friday 

1 October 

2021 

7:00–
9:00am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 
Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
car park 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY 

You're invited to join us for a great morning of 
birding and collecting data on the birdlife in and 
around the swamp. Based mainly at and around 
the bird hide, members will survey the birds 
present at the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush birds in 
the adjacent fringing vegetation are included. We 
hope to follow the seasonal changes through the 
year. Bring binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please 
contact Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com 
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BirdLife Northern Queensland 2021 Activities 
Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

Sunday 

10 October 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 
Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES  

You're invited to join us for a couple of hours of 
social birding around Warrina Lakes.  

After birding we'll have morning tea at the lakes 
(BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area 
Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

Monday  

11 October 
2021 

7.30-9.30 
pm 

Cominos 
House, 
Greenslopes 
St, Cairns 

CAIRNS - BOWERBIRD PRESENTATION BY 
DOMINIC CHAPLIN 

Birdlife Northern Queensland volunteer Dominic 
Chaplin will review the last ten years measuring 
the distribution of upland bowerbirds in the Wet 
Tropics and beyond. Emphasis is given on the 
importance of good record keeping and the value 
of long term monitoring. Birdlife Northern  

Queensland plans to set up a new long term 
monitoring project to count Tooth-billed 
Bowerbirds. Anyone can join in with this project 
and we will outline how you can help out to 
provide useful information, whilst enjoying a short 
walk birdwatching in the cool of the higher altitude 
forests of Far North Queensland. A Tooth-billed 
Bowerbird counting weekend is set for Oct 23/24 

If you would like more 
information on this event please 
contact Mikey Kudo on 0402 
343 610 or email 
kudo555@hotmail.co.jp.  
We hope you can make it! 

Thursday 

14 October 
2021 

7.30-9.30 
pm 

Malanda 
Hotel  

2 English 
Street, 
Malanda 

TABLELANDS - BOWERBIRD PRESENTATION 
BY DOMINIC CHAPLIN 

Birdlife Northern Queensland volunteer Dominic 
Chaplin will review the last ten years measuring 
the distribution of upland bowerbirds in the Wet 
Tropics and beyond. Emphasis is given on the 
importance of good record keeping and the value 
of long term monitoring. Birdlife Northern  

Queensland plans to set up a new long term 
monitoring project to count Tooth-billed 
Bowerbirds. Anyone can join in with this project 
and we will outline how you can help out to 
provide useful information, whilst enjoying a short 
walk birdwatching in the cool of the higher altitude 
forests of Far North Queensland. A Tooth-billed 
Bowerbird counting weekend is set for Oct 23/24 

Contact Dominic for details 
Email: 
dominic@pinecreekpictures.com
.au   

Saturday-
Sunday 

23-24 
October 
2021 

 Various sites 
across Wet 
Tropics 

 

TOOTH-BILLED BOWERBIRD MONITORING 
WEEKEND 

Tooth-billed Bowerbirds call reliably, loudly and 
repeatedly from the same court sites every year. 
Anyone can join in. A survey will involve  a 1–2 km 
walk.  

Volunteers can do this at any site they like either 
during the weekend or really on any morning 
October – December during the period when 
Tooth-billed Bowerbirds are calling at their courts. 
It is useful to walk a transect regularly once a year 
or even up to once a week to get a measure of 
variability.  

Contact Dominic for details on 
how you can particpant  

Email: 
dominic@pinecreekpictures.com
.au   

18–24 
October 
2021 

 National 2020 NATIONAL BIRD WEEK and AUSSIE 
BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 

https://birdlife.org.au/get-
involved/whats-on/bird-week 
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BirdLife Northern Queensland 2021 Activities 
Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Contact the leader 

 

Friday 

5 
November 
2021 

7:00–
9:00am 

Hastie’s 
Swamp, 
Atherton 

Meet at 
Hasties 
Swamp Hide 
car park 

HASTIES SWAMP MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY 

You're invited to join us for a great morning of 
birding and collecting data on the birdlife in and 
around the swamp. Based mainly at and around 
the bird hide, members will survey the birds 
present at the wetlands and count the numbers of 
each species. Both waterbirds and bush birds in 
the adjacent fringing vegetation are included. We 
hope to follow the seasonal changes through the 
year. Bring binoculars/scope, field guide, notebook 
and pen, and morning ‘smoko’. 

For more information please 
contact Ron Schweitzer 

rgschweitzer@gmail.com 

Saturday 
13 
November 
2021 

4:00–
6:30pm 

Any coastal 
area 

ANNUAL SYNCHRONISED TORRESIAN 
IMPERIAL PIGEON (TIP/PIP) COUNT 

Julia Hazel 

PIP Count Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact me on 0407 431 382 or 
email julia.hazel@jcu.edu.au   

Sunday 

14 

November 
2021 

7:00–
9:30am 

Warrina 
Lakes, 

Innisfail 

Meet in the 
carpark in 
Park St, off 
the corner of 
Emily and 
Charles St, 
Innisfail 

BIRDING AROUND WARRINA LAKES 

You're invited to join us for a couple of hours of 

social birding around Warrina Lakes.  

After birding we'll have morning tea at the lakes 
(BYO morning tea). 

Sandra Christensen 

Cassowary Coast Area 

Coordinator 

For more information, please 
contact 0448 845 842. 

 We hope you can make it!  

 

mailto:julia.hazel@jcu.edu.au

